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Religious expenditures are common to across all divine
religions. Estimating the religious expenditure function of
households and its share of total expenditures not only
reveals the outcomes of past policies but also serves as a
roadmap for governmental microeconomic policymaking
and a valuable resource for private sector decision-
making. This study estimates the religious expenditure
function of Iranian households by distinguishing between
urban and rural areas and examines the influence of
various factors on these expenditures. The estimation is
based on the latest data from the Statistical Center of Iran
and uses first-order multiple regression analysis through
the Ordinary Least Squares (OLS) method, implemented at
the national level using SPSS and STATA software. The
findings indicate that household characteristics such as
age, gender, education level, marital status, income, total
household expenditure, and level of economic facilities
have a significant effect on religious expenditures in both
urban and rural households. Although the share of these
expenditures is higher in rural households than in urban
ones, both have shown a declining trend over two five-year
periods.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Religious expenses are the common denominator of all divine religions, which have a
specific example in each religion; These costs are measured and reviewed in the cost and
income plan of urban and rural households every year by the Iranian Statistics Center in the
country. Based on this, this article seeks to estimate the religious expenditure function of
rural and urban households in Iran in 1401 and provide an analysis to investigate how the
factors affecting the expenditure spent on religious affairs by households in rural and urban
areas and in the whole country. In addition, the share of religious expenses from the total
annual expenses of the household in a 5-year period between 1391 and 1401 has been
investigated. Accordingly, after reviewing the backgrounds, including the most important
studies conducted inside and outside the country, the theoretical framework of the research
will be presented, including how to select the variables of the model; Then the research
method including the society and the sample under study, as well as the expression of the
research model, and further the research findings will be mentioned separately in rural,
urban and country-wide areas; The end of the article will also be dedicated to expressing
the conclusion.

Methodology

The statistical population of the research, in accordance with the plan of cost and
income statistics of urban and rural households in 1401, includes all ordinary
households living in groups in urban and rural areas. These sample households were
selected from 387 cities in urban areas and from 395 cities in rural areas of the whole
country, and finally, 19,567 sample households in urban areas and 18,384 sample
households in rural areas of the country were counted. The samples of this project were
selected in three stages using probability sampling methods. In the first stage, the
sample clusters in each of the basic sample classes were selected in a systematic way,
and in the second stage, in each sample cluster, among the rotating groups of six
households for statistics every year. In the third step, within each group, two
households were considered as the main sample households by simple random method.
The number of samples has been optimized according to the plan's goal to estimate the
average cost and annual income of a household. In order to obtain estimates that are
better representative of the whole year, the samples are distributed among the months
of the year for statistics. In order to calculate the elasticities of the equation of religious
expenses of households living in rural and urban areas, as well as removing the units of
the variables, the desired general model will be in the form of Ln of the variables in the
model as follows:

ReligiousExpenditure (RE) =Bo + P1 LnAge +B2 LnLiteracy + B3 Lnlncome + (4
LnExpenditure + (35 Gender + 36 Marriage + 37 House + 3s Car

in which the dependent variable RE is the expenses of religious affairs of the household
and the independent variables Age is the age of the head of the household, Literacy is
the educational qualification of the head of the household, Income is the income of the
entire household, Expenditure is the gross cost of the entire household and the
independent virtual variables of the model also include Gender, the gender of the head
of the household, Marriage, the marital status of the head of the household. Household,
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House is the way of occupying the housing of the household, and Car is the status of the
household having a car. As a result, the final model will be as follows:
ReligiousExpenditure (RE) =Bo + B1 LnAge + B2 LnLiteracy + B3 Lnlncome + [4
LnExpenditure + s D1 + s D2 + 37 D3 + B8 D4

Results and Discussion

The regression coefficients obtained from the religious expenditure function of the
rural household indicate that there is a significant negative (inverse) relationship
between the educational qualification of the head of the household living in rural areas
and the expenditure that the household allocates to religious affairs; Meanwhile, there
is a significant positive relationship between the age of the guardians, the total income
and the gross expenditure of the whole household with the expenditure spent on
religious affairs by the household. In other words, with a one percent increase in the
age of guardians, total income, and total gross expenditure of the household, the cost
spent on religious occasions by the household in 1401 will increase by 0.255, 0.153, and
0.623 percent, respectively. Based on this, it can be said that among the independent
variables, the effect of the total household gross expenditure on the amount spent on
religious affairs by the household is greater.

In general, based on the results of the rural and urban sectors, it can be concluded that
in 1401, in general, in households headed by a single woman who do not have any
economic facilities for housing and personal cars, religious affairs had the least share in
the allocation of household expenses. This is despite the fact that households headed by
a married man, while having financial resources, have paid special attention and
importance to religious matters in terms of spending; In other words, gender, marital
status and the level of economic facilities are effective in allocating household expenses
to religious occasions.

Conclusions

A general review of the results of 16 urban households indicates that in 1401, male-
headed urban households have a greater preference for allocating money to religious
affairs than female-headed urban households; Also, in urban households, the condition
of marriage and having the economic facilities of housing and personal car has been an
effective factor in spending more money on religious occasions.
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