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The aim of the present study was to compare the role of university
education in promoting entrepreneurship, self-efficacy, and Factors
driving employment of a skill-oriented university with those of a
knowledge-oriented university. The tech-nical and vocational
university and Kurdistan University were selected as representatives
of the skill-oriented and knowledge-oriented institutions, respectively.
The research design was quantitative and causal-comparative. The
statisti-cal population consisted of all graduates from 2016 to 2021
(Electrical and Computer Department) of both universities, totaling
1043 individuals, from which 281 participants were selected using
stratified random sampling method and Karjesi and Morgan's table.
Research tools included questionnaires on entrepreneurial spirit,
general self-efficacy, and factors promoting employment. Multivariate
analysis of variance was employed for data analysis. The results
revealed no signifi-cant difference in entrepreneurship scores and its
components between the two groups. However, progress motivation
scores were higher among graduates of the technical and vocational
university. Additionally, significant differences were observed in self-
efficacy scores and educational/occupational components between
the two groups. Graduates from the technical and vocational
university exhibited higher overall self-efficacy and educational/
occupational components. Nev-ertheless, no significant difference was
found in social self-efficacy. Furthermore, significant differences were
noted in employment creation scores and its components between the
two groups, with graduates from the technical and voca-tional
university showing higher levels. These findings indicate the
significantrole of education in skill-oriented universi-ties in enhancing
self-efficacy and job creation among graduates.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In today's tumultuous and unstable world, both economically, politically, and socially,
merely possessing a university degree and achieving excellent grades are not sufficient
criteria for the success of graduates. Instead, acquiring the skills needed by society and the
job market related to their field of study is also considered a criterion for their success. The
role of universities and higher education institutions in shaping the future of graduates
extends beyond the realms of acquiring conventional knowledge. In fact, universities play a
pivotal role in creating an environment that fosters innovation and equips students with the
necessary skills for success in their professional endeavors. Therefore, one of the most
important priorities of university education is fundamental changes in teaching methods
and the content of educational programs to align them with the demands of
entrepreneurship and job creation through the organization of courses and workshops for
students. In this regard, the need for graduates to acquire skills and professions at the end
of their studies and the consequences of employment are among the factors that influence
higher education. However, the level of influence of universities in fostering
entrepreneurship and employment skills may vary across different academic disciplines
and organizational frameworks.

Entrepreneurship aims at creating, developing, and managing a commercial venture with
the goal of achieving success and profitability. This involves calculated risks, identifying
opportunities, and demonstrating innovative thinking to address market needs. Successful
entrepreneurs often exhibit traits such as flexibility, adaptability, proactive thinking, and
self-efficacy, and universities are expected to nurture and enhance these traits through
designing appropriate curricula. Additionally, self-efficacy is another factor influenced by
higher education. It refers to an individual's belief and confidence in their abilities to control
their actions and the events that affect their lives. Therefore, increasing self-efficacy can aid
in precise planning for career pursuits. Research has shown that individuals with high self-
efficacy are more interested in starting businesses and possess the motivation necessary for
entrepreneurial activities and job creation. University education can enhance
entrepreneurial intentions in students by increasing their self-efficacy, which in turn can
contribute to job creation.

Employment refers to the process of creating new job opportunities in an economy,
including the creation of positions or roles that individuals can fill, thereby contributing to
overall workforce expansion. University education, as a generator of employment, can play
a significant role in the development and progress of countries by fostering job creation.

Among different universities, besides their common missions, they have different
specialized functions. Some universities prioritize theoretical knowledge and strive to
expand the boundaries of human knowledge. Their curricula predominantly emphasize
students' familiarity with deep theoretical knowledge and specialization in specific fields,
and they are renowned as knowledge-focused universities. On the other hand, the
curriculum focus of some other universities is on practical and skill-based knowledge, and
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they are referred to as skill-focused universities. Based on the defined missions for each
university, Kurdistan University is perceived as a knowledge-focused and technical
vocational university. Now the issue is this: Assuming other conditions are constant, have
undergraduate education programs at these two types of universities played different roles
in entrepreneurship, self-efficacy, and graduates' employability?

Methodology

In this research, adopting a pragmatic epistemological orientation and research hypotheses,
a quantitative research design was implemented. The research strategy was descriptive-
comparative. The statistical population of the study consisted of all graduates from 2016 to
2021 (Electrical and Computer Engineering group) of the Technical and Vocational
University and Kurdistan University, totaling 1043 individuals in Kurdistan province. Using
proportional stratified random sampling method and based on Krejcie and Morgan's table,
a sample of 281 individuals was selected. Data were collected using three types of
instruments: the Bahramzadeh Entrepreneurial Attitude Questionnaire, the Sherer General
Self-Efficacy Questionnaire, and the Nargesi Employment Enabling Factors Questionnaire.
Descriptive and inferential statistical analyses were employed, including mean, standard
deviation, frequency percentage, and multivariate analysis of variance (MANOVA).
Additionally, after examining assumptions, the Levine and Box's tests were utilized for
hypothesis testing.

Results and Discussion

The research findings indicate that the employment status and the relationship between
employment and university education among graduates of the Technical and Vocational
University are higher compared to Kurdistan University, and this difference is statistically
significant. In other words, unemployment and employment in unrelated jobs among
Kurdistan University graduates are more prevalent compared to graduates of the Technical
and Vocational University. Although there was no significant difference in entrepreneurial
attitude scores between graduates of the Technical and Vocational University and Kurdistan
University, there was a significant difference in the motivation for advancement as one of
the components of entrepreneurship between the two groups. Specifically, the motivation
for advancement was higher among graduates of the Technical and Vocational University.
Ultimately, the observed difference in self-efficacy and employment generation among
graduates of the two universities was statistically significant, favoring graduates of the
Technical and Vocational University in both variables.

Conclusions

The findings of the present study suggest that the curriculum and education provided at the
Technical and Vocational University, as a skills-focused institution, have played a more
significant role than the programs at Kurdistan University, as a knowledge-focused
institution, in achieving employment, occupation related to education, motivation for
advancement as a component of entrepreneurship, self-efficacy, and employment
generation among graduates.
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