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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article Type: This study aimed to present a model for using hidden learning to
Original Research increase the quality of educational programs in high schools in the 3rd

district of Kermanshah. The present study was conducted with a
qualitative approach using the grounded method and was applied in

Received: 01.01.2023 terms of purpose and field data collection. The statistical population of
Revised: 10.11.2023 this research included experts who were familiar with the dimensions,
Accepted: 12.20.2023 components and criteria of hidden learning in the educational

environment such as researchers, university professors, and high
school administrators in Kermanshah; they were selected by
purposeful or theoretical sampling. The research tool was a semi-
structured interview that continued until the theoretical saturation
stage. Acceptability, transferability and verifiability methods were used
for the validity and reliability of the research. The qualitative approach
of grounded theory was used for open, central and selective coding, and
open coding was carried out by analyzing the interviews. Based on the
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“Corresponding Author: identified open codes, the central codes were formed and the
Hassan Gharibi theoretical model was developed with the help of selective coding.
Email: Then, the paradigm model was approved by the opinion of experts. The
h.gharibi@uok.ac.ir model of using hidden learning to improve the quality of education and

training programs of high school schools in the 3rd district of
Kermanshah, affected by causal conditions (human, communication
and organizational resources) and taking into account extractive
strategies (related to school, education, curriculum and management)
which were in turn affected by background conditions (hardware and
software) and intervening conditions (educational content, parents and
infrastructures), can result in improved quality of education and
training programs of high schools in the 3rd district of Kermanshah.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Developed societies look for the main axis of development and transformation and
improvement of people's lives in the education system, and one of the tools to achieve this
is the compilation of transformational documents and development plans. Development
documents and policies are compiled to transform and improve the quality of life of citizens
in various dimensions of life and at the cultural, social, economic, and political levels, as well
as to increase the material and spiritual well-being of societies. In short, until the end of the
1970s, functional, adaptive or critical approaches considered learners as passive people in
front of the hidden learning program who were much criticized. Later, new theorists
considered learners as active agents who can resist the hidden learning program. However,
the use of hidden learning can be an effective strategy for improving educational programs.

Methodology

A qualitative research approach using the grounded theory method was employed in
the present research. The ground theory method is usually implemented in three ways:
systematic, innovative and adaptive (constructivist). In the current research, the
systematic method attributed to Strauss and Corbin was used for data analysis. The
systematic method itself has three main stages: open coding, central coding and selective
coding. The statistical population of this research included experts familiar with the
dimensions, components and criteria of hidden learning in the educational environment,
and included researchers, university professors and high school principals in
Kermanshah, who were selected by purposeful or theoretical sampling. An approximate
list of the statistical population was prepared, which included 39 individuals. Then, after
correspondence, only 28 individuals declared their readiness. In some cases, the
interviews were conducted face-to-face, but in other cases, due to the coronavirus
epidemic and the safe distance policy, the interviews were conducted in the form of text
files via email, WhatsApp or Telegram, or by phone and video call. The interviews
continued until theoretical saturation was reached (18 interviews).

Results and discussion

In the first coding part, all the interviews were analysed followed by the coding
process. To collect data and cover the research model through reading books and articles,
and using experts' opinions, 5 questions were confirmed as interview questions. Finally,
by carrying out different stages of coding and determining related factors, 76 codes were
identified in the form of 14 main categories related to the model of utilizing hidden
learning to add quality to the educational and training programs of high school schools in
the 3rd district of Kermanshah.

Conclusion
In general, education is one of the most fundamental institutions of the country. The role
and importance of education are central to the development and progress of the country,
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and education should be as dynamic and up-to-date as possible. Based on the results
obtained, in the field of human resources for the development of motivated and efficient
teachers, experts with appropriate behavioural and personality patterns, and motivating
managers are recommended to teachers to implement hidden and powerful learning in
networking. In the field of hardware infrastructure, school beautification (tree planting,
flower arrangement, wall colour, attention and use of educational tips in beautification),
development of educational facilities (smart board, video projector, etc.), development of
educational spaces (laboratory, etc.) and sports are recommended. In the field of software
development strategies, the use of social media is recommended, particularly in the Shad
program. Moreover, the results of the present research can be useful in improving the
educational environment of schools and creating the context for the development of social
and cultural norms in the school environment.
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