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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In Iranian paintings, characterization includes the components of Anthropomorphism
and Zoomorphism. In this article, the component of anthropomorphism based on Guthrie's
theory is discussed, which is shown in the picture of Alexander and the Talking Tree from
the book of the Great Shahnameh period to discover the hidden layers of meaning and the
level of mastery and knowledge of the designer regarding the anthropomorphism
component based on the psychological dimensions present in this painting. The
anthropomorphism componentbased on the theory of personal structure is one of the goals
of the research. The theory of George Alexander Kelly, which is primarily a psychological
theory due to its emphasis on how people perceive and process information about the
environment has given life and created the character of the story and narrative. A problem
in the mentioned picture is the existence of hidden meanings obtained with the help of the
theories of anthropology and psychology. The research question is related to what and how
the anthropomorphism component affects the picture from the perspective of psychology.

Anthropomorphic sign

Anthropomorphism means inducing human behavioral characteristics to an animal or
an object, or natural phenomena such as clouds and the sun. The translation of this word
consists of two words, human and angareh (thought, image and visualization). In Dehkhoda
dictionary, the word angareh is interpreted as follows: "anything unfinished. An unfinished
role, whether it is shaded or shadowless, like a picture". Several definitions have been given
for the component of anthropomorphism. One definition is that it “is the result of attributing
human mental experiences to creatures." According to Guthrie, anthropomorphism is of
three types: (1) Accidental: when it is seen unintentionally and accidentally in nature; (2)
Minor: experiencing the presence of human characteristics such as a smile, happiness or
sadness; and (3) Literary: when adding human features explicitly.

Theoretical

The psychologist George Alexander Kelly's theory of personal structures is a method of
psychotherapy that was called the fixed-role therapy. It is similar to the role that the
anthropomorphism component plays for a character; in other words, replacement or
likeness, creating a new character or an added state for an animate or inanimate creature
that has never had that state. The secondary principles of George Kelly's theory of personal
structure have one subject principle and eleven secondary principles, which include:
interpretation, individuality, organization, duality, choice, scope, experience, adjustment,
fragmentation, sharing, sociality, and stability.
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Picture: Iskandar and talking Tree

Picture 1. Alexander's conversation th the lking tree. An image from the Great Shahnameh (Demot),
1330-1340 AD Ilkhanian period, Freer Gallery, Washington. Source: www freergallery.com.

This picture is about the speaking tree; Alexander reaches this place and it is the place
where the speaking tree has grown with the human heads of men and women [10].
Alexander asks a question of the fruits or the tree and hears the answers. According to the
characteristics, the component of anthropomorphism that was mentioned earlier, the fruits
have been given life, because the fruits of this tree have human states and behavior, and the
tree itself evokes the appearance of a human because of the fruits.

Table 2. Human faces in the picture f Alexander and the talking tree. Compi

Picture 2. in the form of a fruit similar to a man's Picture 3. in the form of a fruit similar to a
face and on a tree with dark green lines woman's face and on a tree with red lines

Conclusion

Many of the images left without literary text are proof of the mastery and deep
knowledge of the illustrator, as if they have knowledge of the sciences. As per the hypothesis
presented in this article, it appears that the illustrator had awareness of relative
psychological dimensions. Therefore, he benefited from George Kelly's theory, which is
considered a cognitive theory due to its type of science and emphasis on how people
perceive and process information about the environment. Individuality (another illustrator
might depict it differently) along with the principle of experience (your own experience or
the experience of others) that could be affected by any event or perceived differently from
the picture illustrator. Studying the text for the purpose of the illustration was based on his
personal experiences; the visualizations for illustration was formed in the illustrator’s mind
after reading had contributed to the creation of the image. Experience in George Kelly's
construct becomes the basis for the second principle, which is individuality. At the end of
his mastery, the illustrator was able to preserve and create the following:

—  Analyzing Alexander's psychological personality
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—  Processing of the personality of the tree based on the secondary principle of duality
due to the existence of two genders
— Processing of a bipolar character in Alexander based on the principle of
subordination of duality
—  The presence of the subordinate principle of experience in the character of Alexander
—  Showing the secondary principle of the individuality of Alexander's personality
— Making a difference in terms of color separation between the two trees
—  Using the anthropomorphism component for transfiguration
—  The performance of the designer in the face of the principle of experience in the
design process
— The effect of the principle of subordination of individuality on the designer's
thinking based on examples of painting with a common theme
Therefore, the intrinsic and inner understanding of the work of art and the identification
of the symbolic meanings of the above-mentioned painting emerged from Ilkhani's Great
Shahnameh, which was influenced by an idea (image) that was the basis of
anthropomorphism. As stated, it is the result of the skills of illustration in addition to the
relative knowledge of the science of psychology and a deeper knowledge of the dimensions
of anthropology, which undoubtedly can be seen in other historical pictures of Iranian art
with investigation and research.
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