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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Currently, tourism has become one of the most important humanitarian and economic
activities in the world. Its low cost, usability, and impact on employment growth, currency,
and regional development have led many countries to develop it. Furthermore, sports is
considered one of the most important and vast industries in the world and many people are
engaged in this industry in some way. One of the provinces that has the potential to attract
tourists, particularly sports tourists, is Gilan Province. Because this province, as one of Iran's
geotourism regions, is located in the northern part of Iran, it has the potential to compete
with other tourism poles of the country. This province is one of the few provinces that can
be boldly considered exceptional and unique among the important regions of the world in
terms of natural and sports attractions. The present research taking into account the talents
of the tourism leaders of the province, most of which are related to sports activities, closely
examined the sports tourism of Gilan Province, investigated the impact of sports tourism
marketing on economic factors, and examined the results of sports tourism in this province
by considering the mediating effect of security. Therefore, the purpose of this research was
to design a communication model of the economic effects of sports tourism in Gilan
Province by examining the effective features of marketing in attracting sports tourists
through the marketing of sports tourism with the mediating role of security.

Methodology

In terms of data collection method, this research was of descriptive-correlational type,
and in terms of practical purpose, it was implemented in the field. The statistical
population of this research included professors of sports management, experts of the
tourism department of the Tourism and Cultural Heritage Organization, physical training
experts of the General Directorate of Sports and Youth of Gilan Province, and experts of
the tourism department of travel agencies, as well as the heads of active sports teams of
Gilan Province, totaling 217 people. All numbers were considered as statistical samples.
In this research, three questionnaires were used to measure the economic effect of
tourism: the questionnaire of Javid et al. (2014) with 11 questions, the questionnaire of
Moayeddfar et al. (2014) with 4 questions to assess the security of the researcher-made
questionnaire, and the tourism marketing questionnaire derived from the tourism
marketing questionnaire of Aminbeidokhti and Nazari (2009) with 8 questions.
Structural equation modeling methods and descriptive statistics such as mean and
standard deviations were used to analyze the research data. These analyses were
conducted through SmartPLS3 and SPSS version 24 software.

Results and discussion

The results obtained from this research showed that at the 95% confidence level, the
predicted paths of sports tourism marketing - economic effects, sports tourism marketing -
security, and security - economic effects were significant. After the standard estimation was
carried out, the cause-and-effect relationship between the research constructs was
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investigated. The relationship between sports tourism marketing and economic effects and
security, as well as the connection between security and economic effects were confirmed
because their significant numbers were not between 1.96 and -1.96. In other words, sports
tourism marketing has a direct, positive, and significant relationship with economic effects
(t: 5.19, B: 0.35). Sports tourism marketing has a direct, positive, and significant relationship
with security (t: 7.77, B: 0.50). Security has a direct, positive, and significant relationship
with economic effects (t: 7.30, : 0.48). Sports tourism marketing through security has an
indirect, positive, and significant relationship with economic effects (t: 5.28, : 0.24).

Conclusion

In general, it can be stated that considering the current conditions and the tourism
industry being among the three most profitable industries in the world, we should not lag
behind other countries in this area and develop tourism and sports tourism to improve the
economic conditions of society. The growth of tourism in addition to providing conditions
for large investments also equips and develops economic infrastructures. Tourism often
improves transportation infrastructure, water and electricity, and new business conditions,
increases income and creates diversity in the local economy, and improves the benefits for
people in the community and improves their level of well-being and peace. However,
according to the results of this research, to achieve financial benefits from sports tourism
and the economic growth of society, the necessary conditions for the development of sports
tourism must be provided, which include infrastructure issues to provide security in
various dimensions. In addition to the creation of infrastructures related to tourism,
necessary measures must be taken to attract tourists, and the most important measure in
this regard is the marketing necessary to encourage sports tourists. Sports tourism
marketing can establish wider and better communication with sports tourists, while it
affects the decision-making process for travel, encouraging tourists to the desired
destination and eliminating their need for repeat visits. All these cases are considered
effective factors in the development of tourism in a region.
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