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Article Type: The purpose of this study was to identify and analyze the key
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the six factors of diversity in sports tours, sanctions imposed
on Iran, travel facilitation, Iran's security in the region
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uncertainty of these factors in the future of active sports
tourism in Iran. The country's sports managers are
recommended to use the key drivers of active sports tourism
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Tourism has become the largest industry in the world due to its positive social, cultural
and economic effects, particularly income generation and its impact on the economic
growth of countries. For most countries, tourism is an important source of business
activities, earnings, employment and foreign exchange. Today, tourism in its various forms
is becoming widespread and progressing, and it seems to have a bright future. This issue has
led to the introduction of global tourism as a promising commercial industry to
international markets and to perform well in strengthening internal communication
between different nations. Tourism is usually considered an emerging phenomenon in
human history; humans have migrated throughout history for various reasons including
obtaining food, better weather conditions, religious and commercial reasons. Since the
beginning of the 20th century, progress in transportation and communication technology
has caused the global development of tourism. Because active sports tourism in Iranis in its
initial stage, and to be on the path of development, proper planning, identification and
resolution are needed. Active sports tourism has obstacles and little research has been
carried out in this field, and no research was found to have investigated the factors affecting
tourism in Iran. For this reason, in this research, the key drivers of the development of active
sports tourism in Iran will be identified using future studies.

Methodology

In terms of the type of applied research, this research was analytical and exploratory
based on the new methods of future science. To analyze the information by using the
environmental scanning technique, the evaluation of mutual/structural effects was carried
out in the form of a questionnaire, and the specialized future research software "Mik-Mak"
was used. The current research process involved first the selection of a group of 25
professors familiar with sports tourism (who had written books and articles, and carried
out research projects) selected for qualitative interviews on the research subject in a
purposeful manner. In total, 51 variables were selected as elements that create the
development of active sports tourism in Iran. In the continuation of the work, 16
participants from the statistical population of the previous section declared their readiness
to perform cross-effect analysis. For data analysis, a combination of cross-effects analysis
and Mic-Mac software was used.

Results and discussion

The demographic results of the research showed that the largest sample group were
men (80 per cent), over 50 years old (68 per cent) and over 20 years old (64 per cent). After
explaining the effective factors and recording the data (extracted from the research bases
and experts) in the Mik-Mak software, first, the matrix of direct effects (MDI) was formed
based on the averages obtained from the experts so that related graphic maps was obtained
based on the results of mutual effects and diagrams. The findings showed that six factors of
diversity in sports tours, sanctions imposed against Iran, facilitation of travel, Iran's security
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in the region compared to neighbouring countries, use of electronic and internet tools, and
international sports events had the greatest impact and influence, demonstrating that these
factors in active sports tourism in the future, while being very important, also have high
uncertainty. It is recommended that the country's sports managers use the key drivers of
active sports tourism development to develop the country's sports tourism in general.

Conclusion

The current research aimed to identify and analyze the key drivers of the development
of active sports tourism in Iran using future studies. Based on the findings of the research,
six factors of diversity in sports tours, sanctions imposed against Iran, facilitation of travel,
Iran's security in the region compared to neighbouring countries, use of electronic and
internet tools and international sports events are the most influential, proving that these
factors are highly important in the future of active sports tourism and have high uncertainty.
Finally, it is recommended that the managers of the country's sports and tourism fields, in
general, use the key drivers of the development of tourism of active sports to develop sports
tourism in the country. To implement each of the key drivers of the development of active
sports tourism in Iran, several solutions were presented during the discussions, which can
be considered by the country's sports and tourism managers. Due to a lack of research in
the field of active sports tourism, it is suggested that other researchers conduct separate
research on each of these 6 drivers and identify operational solutions to implement them.
In addition, expertise in the field of identifying the motivations of active sports tourists for
travelling to tourist destinations and identifying the factors hindering the development of
active sports tourism can also be considered.
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