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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Universities have been agents of social change for centuries, but they remain traditional.
Confirmation of this claim is the emphasis of modern curricula based on the philosophy of
meta-positivism and expertise and experimentation with a primary focus on the conquest
of nature and the industrialization of the planet, producing unbalanced graduates who are
overly specialized and single-disciplined. Epenfus and Merritt highlight the 1960s as the
beginning of the emergence of sustainability education, with notable publications on
environmental disasters. While in the early years, the focus was on environmental issues
and the concept of environmental education, in later years, the issues of development, social
justice, and economy were raised and the discourse was transferred to the concept of
sustainable education. The concept of education for sustainable development, a United
Nations initiative was introduced in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 and has since been studied
internationally by an increasing number of researchers. For example, the Decade of
Education for Sustainable Development was promoted by the United Nations (from 2005 to
2014). Other terms used synonymously with the UN terminology for education for
sustainable development include, for example, "sustainability education” or "education for
sustainability”. The central topics of education for sustainable development are the basic
topics for sustainable development at the local and global levels. The goals of education for
sustainable development are to cooperate and help to solve current and future
environmental, economic, and social challenges and thus contribute to the sustainable
development of societies, which enables learners to make informed decisions and act
responsibly as "sustainable citizens". Education for sustainable development therefore
becomes a means of facilitating a wide range of competencies necessary for successful
action when faced with the complexity of sustainability issues and the uncertainty of
sustainability issues. Accordingly, a growing number of higher education institutions are
engaged in incorporating and institutionalizing sustainable development in their curricula,
research, operations, outreach, and evaluation and reporting. Despite several efforts by
higher education institutions, sustainable development is still an innovative idea in most
universities and has not yet permeated all disciplines, researchers, and university
administrators, or across curricula.

Methodology

In this research, to analyze and design students’ entrepreneurship model with a
perspective of sustainopreunreship approach, a meta-synthesis method based on the six-
stage model of Sandlovsky and Barroso (2007) was used. The first step of meta-synthesis
was the philosophical orientation and idea about the main subject of meta-synthesis. In the
second step, through 9 databases including Emerald, Science Direct, Springer, Taylor and
Francis, Sage, Wiley, Google Scholar, and Magiran, related research was searched using
keywords eco entrepreneurship, environmental entrepreneurship, sustainable
entrepreneurship, enviro-preneurship, and ecological entrepreneurship. In the third step,
for quality assessment, several sources based on criteria in each review and limiting the
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scope of the sources for the final review were removed. In the fourth step, data and themes
were extracted from finalized articles several times and then analyzed in the form of coding
and combined in the fifth step. In the fifth step, synthesis of qualitative findings in meta-
synthesis was conducted and creating a single and coherent view of the findings was
considered as its main goal. This method is used to clarify the concepts, patterns, and results
in refining the existing states of knowledge and the emergence of operational models and
theories. At this stage, the researcher looked for topics that were identified among the
existing studies in the meta-synthesis. The sixth step included the validation of findings. In
this part, the researcher sought validation of the gathered data and confirmed the findings.
Throughout the research, an effort was made to provide clear explanations and descriptions
for each of the steps and actions taken. In addition, strategies for searching resources were
used in different forms so that all of them could be accessed.

Results and discussion

The findings showed the influencing factors of training sustainopreunreship students
comprise students’ awareness, previous experience, and attitude and environmental
facilitators. Conducting this research can help universities in the field of identifying the
factors affecting the development of entrepreneurial students with a perspective of
sustainable creation. It can also assist them in identifying weaknesses and inadequacies in
this regard and provide educational activities that lead to creative thinking and innovation
and improve university performance.

Conclusion

Exploring the factors in the development of sustainopreneurial students with a
sustainopreneurship perspective at the university level is an effective measure for skill-
oriented curricula at the university level, which requires the attention of planners and
politicians to formulate this educational strategy. Sustainopreneurship (innovation and
entrepreneurship for sustainability) is a concept that arose from the previous concepts of
eco-creation and social entrepreneurship through sustainable entrepreneurship. The
sustainopreneurship can lead to the improvement of social, environmental, and economic
conditions and bring significant results in sustainopreneurship investments. Analyzing the
factors influential in the development of sustainopreneurial students with a sustainable
vision of creation at the university level can help the macro policymakers at the Ministry of
Science, Research and Technology help in the design of the curriculum related to
sustainopreneurship and accordingly the design of content, teaching-learning approaches,
educational materials and resources, learning activities, appropriate educational spaces,
and appropriate methods of student evaluation. Moreover, identifying these factors can be
a model for professors in teaching at the classroom level, especially with the approach to
issues related to the industry and in a project-oriented manner.
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