Quarterly Scientific Journal of National University of Skills

Summer 2024, Vol. 21, No. 2, p. 37-79

Journal Homepage: https://karafan.nus.ac.ir/?lang=en

National

University
of

Skills

o 1:10.48301 A.2024.416954.271

Future Research of Educational Management in Technical
and Vocational University of Iran: Dimensions and Patterns

Farzaneh Fatahil’®, Mehdi Shariatmadariz*”, Fereshte Kordestani3

1PhD Student, Department of Educational Management, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad

University, Tehran, Iran.

23Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Management, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic

Azad University, Tehran, Iran.

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article Type:
Original Research

Received: 09.26.2023
Revised: 12.13.2023
Accepted: 11.10.2024

Keyword:

Educational Management
Educational Needs

Future Research Scenarios
Technical and Vocational
University

*Corresponding Author:
Mehdi Shariatmadari
Email: mehdishariatmadari
@yahoo.com

The Since future studies provide a structured opportunity to look into
the future and examine the role of effective factors in the formation of the
future, itis possible to create a favourable perspective for policymakers
and decision-makers of the educational system in the direction of
development. Therefore, the current research examined the context of
Horizon 1405 with the aim of future research in the educational
management of Technical and Vocational University and statistics of
dimensions and patterns. The statistical population of this research in
the qualitative part included all experts in the field of educational
management, higher education, future researchers and heads of
technical and vocational schools and colleges, which reached theoretical
saturation by conducting 18 sample interviews. The quantitative part of
this research included 918 participants, of which 271 participants were
selected as a sample from the professors and staff of the 2nd Technical
and Vocational University. In terms of data, the research method was
mixed exploratory (qualitative-quantitative) and in terms of the type of
study, thematic network analysis and cross-sectional survey were
conducted. To collect data, an in-depth semi-structured interview tool
and a researcher-made questionnaire with 105 measures were used. In
the analysis of the research data, strong scenarios were extracted from
the confirmatory factor analysis and impact analysis matrix using PLS
(2023) and Mic-Mac software. The findings indicated that the
organizational themes counted in three conceptual levels of content,
structure and context arranged on the structure of the university
including indicators such as "innovation and creativity", "adherence to
the principle of merit", "advertisements and competitiveness", "private
sector participation”, "technological progress" and "community support”
had the most direct impact to achieve the future research of educational
management in the technical and vocational university.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction
On the threshold of the changes and transformations of the contemporary world and at
the same time with the rapid growth of science and technology and the phenomenon of
globalization, one of the most important and key social institutions whose main origin is the
enhancement of creativity, capability and all-round development in every society is a
university. To play such a vital role, it is important and necessary to use strategic planning
as a guiding and facilitating factor. In other words, the embodiment of sustainability and
organizational development in future changes requires the discovery and identification of
events in advance that can be its ideal embodiment. Based on this, innovative tools are
needed for ideation, shaping and realization of the future in a certain direction. One of the
ways that can be a suitable platform for this action is the use of future research as new
knowledge and awareness that enables planners to use new ways of thinking, discussing
and implementing the plan and use strategies compatible with the future. Prospective
studies to identify possible and desirable futures to achieve long-term goals in the structure
of higher education are inevitable. Technical and Vocational University, as the main guardian
of state higher professional and skills education in the country and the representative of the
fourth-generation university with the role of market intermediary in its structure, relies on
the support of more than half a century of existential philosophy, including Arzandeh. It is
considered the best mechanism for definition and regeneration in creating sustainable
employment, proper productivity of human capital, economic growth and help to achieve
sustainable development. However, currently, the statistics and evaluation of the
effectiveness of the mentioned teachings in the above-mentioned university in the cycle of
wealth production and its feedback in social interactions show that the structure of the
educational management system on a macro scale is an embodiment of the vision defined
for operational programs and patterns of progress have not been made, and mainly because
of relying on traditional and outdated approaches in the face of modern global technologies,
has not moved in line with the country's future development strategies and its effectiveness
in terms of social actions. Based on this and taking into account the lack of independent
research on the future of educational management and the fact that the research conducted
has not been able to provide a suitable solution, the present article intends to present the
future research model of educational management in Iran’s Technical and Vocational
University by understanding and gaining knowledge about such a procedure and to solve a
part of this scientific gap. In addition, this study aimed to identify the dimensions and
priorities, and validate the constituent components and indicators of the mentioned model
by answering the main question of the research:
1- Whatis the future research model of educational management at the Technical and
Vocational University of [ran?
2-  What are the dimensions, priority and quality of validity of the components and
indicators of the mentioned model from the point of view of experts and users?
Provide a reasoned discussion.
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Methodology

The current research was practical in terms of its purpose using mixed exploratory data
(qualitative-quantitative), and in terms of the type of study, it was a qualitative analysis of
the network of themes and a cross-sectional survey in the quantitative dimension.
Therefore, according to the nature and purpose of the research, the combination of
qualitative and quantitative methods was used in a sequential exploratory manner. The
statistical population of this research included 918 professors and staff of Technical and
Vocational University; 271 people were selected as a sample using Cochran's formula and a
5% error level. However, to be more certain, the sample size was increased to 280 people.
To collect data, a semi-structured in-depth interview tool - which reached saturation after
18 targeted interviews - and a researcher-made questionnaire based on a Likert scale with
105 scales were used. In the analysis of the research data, strong scenarios were extracted
from the analysis matrix of the influence and entry of driving forces and effective and key
factors on the future research of educational management using PLS and Micmac software.

Results and discussion

Based on the results obtained from the analysis of the experts' data based on the Mikmak
software, two types of scenarios can be proposed for future research on educational
management in technical and vocational universities:

The first scenario

The Technical and Vocational University can use the capacity of innovation and creativity
and the selection of appropriate and competent human resources, advertising and
competitiveness in its system by using private sector investments, in the direction of growth
and development. The managers themselves have taken steps and in this field, the use of
new technologies in various fields of education research and cultural development should
help. It should be noted that targeting participatory management in strategic plans can
predict the skills needed by managers in the future with the support of the community and
attention to the needs of curriculum planning as well as attention to local and regional needs
and plans to achieve these goals.

The second scenario

Managers of technical and vocational universities in line with their professional progress
to reach the desired future can use the strategic and key variables of succession and social
empowerment of human resources and future-oriented planning and programmatic
intelligence with special attention to the risk variable leading to entrepreneurial culture and
quality-oriented culture and institutionalizing the target variable. Furthermore, by
establishing knowledge management and internationalizing education while making
changes, it is possible to achieve changes and developments in the system in the required
direction and show the possible goals in the system so that the means of their development
can be provided in the future.
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Conclusion

The results obtained from the semi-structured interviews and factor analysis indicated
that the future research of educational management in technical and vocational universities
depends on paying attention to all the identified organizational themes including
organizational affairs, educational needs assessment, employment orientation, board
members, scientific affairs, managerial affairs, organizational culture, leadership in future
universities, human capital management, social and cultural factors, political factors, legal
factors, economic factors and technological factors. In general, the findings demonstrate that
the presented model of the future study of educational management in technical and
vocational universities has a favourable fit and is a suitable tool to be used for the future
research of educational management in technical and vocational universities and all the
necessary parameters.
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