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The semiotic analysis of the poster is a set of visual-textual signs based
on the inter-signal relationships. The interdisciplinary nature of the
subject of this research (linguistics, psychology and graphics with
semiotics) makes the analysis of educational posters and semiotics
inevitable. In designing a poster, all the codes of the artist are decoded
by the audience, and the artist must be aware of how to decode the
audience. This research was conducted with the aim of knowing the
goals of semiotics and how the World Health Organization uses visual
signs for the audience in educational posters of medical diseases. The
questions are as follows: What effect does universality have on the
selection of visual signs of the desired posters? How has the World
Health Organization benefited from semiotics in educational posters?
The research method was descriptive-analytical and library research
and documents study based on the three groups of educational
posters of the organization, three samples of the posters were
examined. It research findings indicated that in UN educational
designs, the use of appropriate designers using semiotic results tools
derived from the opinions of "Ferdinand de Saussure” and "Charles
Sanders-Pierce” helped the audience to understand more complex
signs and made them read educational messages. Universality is
properly displayed in the design of educational posters. Using images
for people with different educational levels, showing different races
with different costumes and beliefs, showing genders at different ages
are other factors that the organization should have knowledge of.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Humans are used to understanding the world through symbols, and their daily life is
often a symbolization of the surrounding environment. "Poster semiotics analysis includes
a set of written-image signs based on which inter-sign relationships are determined". Such
an analysis can help the audience to deeply understand the complex variables of visual signs
and facilitate their reading of the social-cultural consequences of the aesthetic matter. As a
result, all encodings of the artist are decoded by the audience, and this requires the artist to
be fully aware of how to decode his audience. Designers can create posters using meaningful
images to convey information and communicate with people. Visual cues, including texts,
images, colours, textures are essential in poster design because the integration of such signs
or symbolic elements enables designers to use posters as a communication medium to
convey messages and inform. Furthermore, since signs can be used to symbolize things, sign
design is known as a method of visual communication; an image accompanied by
conceptual information enables viewers to relate their imaginations to the content of the
image. In addition, visual information conveyed through images can complement the lack
of text information. Therefore, image is a fundamental category in poster design and
semiotics can be used to enhance the visual communication of a poster. In terms of the
nature of the message, posters are divided into commerecial, cultural, political and artistic,
and in terms of the method of presenting the message, they are categorized into cognitive,
news, educational, informative, appeal and economic. Due to the variety and wide range of
posters, this research focused only on educational posters to study different aspects of the
subject more carefully. From an educational point of view, posters have many uses:
educational posters as educational aids for teachers, scientific-educational posters for
presenting articles in seminars, and educational posters used by the World Health
Organization. The educational posters of the World Health Organization are very important
due to their wide range of activities such as health systems, ensuring human health
throughout life, preparing to deal with infectious and non-infectious diseases, and also
establishing international health coordination in the United Nations system. Therefore, the
current research is limited to the examination of educational posters of the World Health
Organization related to the coronavirus disease with a semiotics approach. Considering the
importance that such posters play in improving the health and hygiene of people
worldwide, the proper way and effective presentation of these posters can play a role in
improving people's lives to be better and healthier. More than one hundred and ninety
countries in six geographical regions are members of the World Health Organization, and
each of these countries has its own set of conditions and facilities, such as audience diversity,
level of education, amenities, and access to virtual space. Therefore, the purpose of this
research was to distinguish the semiotics approach and how the designers of the
organization use visual signs to interact with the audience in the educational posters related
to the coronavirus of the World Health Organization. In this regard, the questions raised in
the current research are as follows: What effect has the feature of universality had on the
selection of visual signs in the posters in question? And how does the World Health
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Organization use semiotics in educational posters related to the Corona disease to interact
with its audience?

Methodology

The present research was conducted using the analytical-descriptive method. The
sources used in this research were based on library and documentary materials as well as
existing sources (books, articles, World Health Organization posters, and websites). The
posters of the World Health Organization, the guardian of the prevention and control of
diseases worldwide, were collected directly from the official website of this organization
and the sites under its control. Since the approach of this study was to analyze the
educational posters of the World Health Organization, specifically the coronavirus disease,
50 educational posters related to this disease published by the World Health Organization
were collected and analyzed.

Results and discussion

The presence of expert designers in educational working groups in the field of
prevention and combating diseases has made the produced educational posters have an
acceptable performance. Coronavirus was an unknown virus that quickly became a global
pandemic due to its high contagiousness. The rapid spread and the very high rate of infected
people and high human casualties have caused the organization to prioritize the
presentation of educational posters to raise awareness and deal with this disease to reduce
the irreparable economic, social and psychological consequences. The appropriate use of
visual and written signs by designers has helped the audience understand the complex
variables of visual signs and facilitated their reading of the educational messages. Since the
artist is aware of the decoding method of his audience, the process of encoding by the
designer and decoding by the audience was done well in the three works examined in this
article. The global spread of the coronavirus disease is another aspect that the World Health
Organization has taken into consideration in designing its educational posters. WHO
designed posters that used simple and understandable images and text for people with
different levels of education, with the representation of different races with different
costumes and beliefs, genders and ages.

Conclusion

The analysis and investigations in this research showed that the appropriate use of
semiotics in the design of educational posters can help the audience in a deep
understanding of the complex variables of visual signs and facilitate their reading, which
requires the use of designers and specialists in the field of graphics.
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MORE INVESTMENT
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Coronavirus and Chronic Dlseases
An Extra Dose of Prevention
Sk b s

We all have a role to play in stpping its spread nd
protacting the health of our patients.

TIPS FOR HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS
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How to Handwash?

WASH HANDS WHEN VISIBLY SOILED! OTHERWISE, USE HANDRUB
[£] ouration of the entire procedure: 0-60 seconds
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Midwives and nurses
are at the forefront of many improvements
being made in our healthcare

2% World Health
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® B >
HANDLE WITH CARE
MANAGING THE BODIES OF DECEASED COVID- 19 PATIENTS
GUIDANCE FOR HEALTHCARE WORKERS
f Perform hand hygiene
§ Whenever in contact with the deceased

or their surroundings
i Wear personal protective equipment (PPE)

Gloves, surgical mask, long-sleeved gown,
and face shield or goggles

= Wrap the body in cloth or any
other material for transfer
Body bags are not necessary
E Move the body to the mortuary

room as soon as possible
Keep handling and movement of the body to a minimum

Make sure the transport team is wearing PPE
ﬁ Gloves, surgical mask, long-sleeved gown,
and face shield or goggles
Note: No special vehicle is required for transporting the body

R AWARE. PREPARE. ACT.
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