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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Article Type: This research (reading) is related to the investigation of the hidden
Original Research layers of the Qandili mihrabi carpet from the Safavid era and it is

mostly conversational, not mentioned in any past research. The
research problem is the meanings of this connection in the carpet map

Received: 03.12.2023 and an answer to the hypothesis of the existence of a hidden human
Revised: 05.15.2023 body with layers of lights known as Aura or (or removed) (holy aura).
Accepted: 06.11.2023 The purpose of the research was to find the hidden goals of the
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meaningful motifs could be discovered. The research method was

Xeyword: descriptive and analytical in the form of Panovsky iconology!. The
ura Its of these findings indicate the vision of the human body in a
Safavid Carpet resu g Y

: hidden form and a halo of light, along with the matching of the internal
Nagsh Mehrabi parts of the carpet with the internal parts of the person in the map of
this carpet, which is undoubtedly due to the reaction and attacks of the
general public of that period and lack of awareness of supernatural
sciences. Repetition was avoided and the proof is the conscious
performance of the designer by interpreting the Qur'an and
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Mihrabi carpets of the Safavid period mostly have Quranic inscriptions, a Quranic
annotation, which is primarily important for use in prayer, and verses of the Holy Quran are
written in the margins of the strips, and because such a carpet must include as many verses
and surahs as possible in the strips. Qur'anic verses are written inside and outside the
margin". In this research, the hidden meanings of these inscriptions were investigated: the
hiding of the human body, which is introduced as the altar. The purpose of this issue is to
prove the hypothesis of the human figure and the observed human aura. In the process of
research, considering the motifs used in the centre of the altar, we came close to the
possibility that they correspond to the parts of the human body. This research was
conducted with the descriptive-analytical method based on Arvin Panofsky's iconology
method. The carpet was described at each level, then the carpet map was described,
analyzed and interpreted. The method of data analysis was qualitative, and the measuring
tools of this research are tables, shapes, and information extracted from articles and books.
For a more basic reading of the carpet map, separate from the outer edges, which include
strips decorated with Quranic verses along with motifs, the carpet is entered step by step
from the outside to the inside until the human body is hidden is revealed.

Methodology
By distinguishing between content and form, Panofsky introduces three stages of
interpretation:

1- Description of the pre-icon graphic that includes the primary or natural subject.

2- Iconographic analysis that includes the secondary or conventional subject and
analyzes images through familiarity with literary texts and the study of written
documents.

3- Iconographic interpretation or iconology, which seeks to discover the inherent
meaning of the content.

1- Pre- Iconographic Description Analysisand introduction of elements in the work
n
7
%’ 2- Iconography analysis ‘ Narrative description of the elementsin the work ” Introduction
s
<
3-Iconology || Discoveringthe relationship betweenintrinsic meaningand content Interpretationand analysis

Diagram 1. The process of analyzing the works in this research/ diagram arrangement: the authors.
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Figure 1. Full image of the Safavid Qandili Mihrabi carpet.
Source: https://www.iran-carpet.com.

Results and discussion

The meanings that the designer of that period might have wanted to communicate
with his audience was done by using cryptographic elements. This carpet in a complete
frame, apart from the altar with which it is recited, reveals a hidden human figure. First
of all, it evokes the same altar and secondarily the human upper body. It is as if a person
is thinking, which is not unrelated to the meaning of the mihrab, which is mentioned in
the previous sections that the mihrab is the place of human thinking. In addition, there
are points on the hypothetical body with special elements that are discussed. Internal
points used include the location of the brain, mouth, heart, and seat. The position of the
Allahu Akbar inscription, which is considered to be in the shape of a whole pomegranate
flower, is placed in the place of the human brain, and the place of the mouth and throat is
carved with the flower of Shah Abbasi, and in the place of the heart of this hypothetical
figure, there is a combination of several flowers that form a pomegranate. Is. The
pomegranate is a symbol of a lamp, and here, due to the location of the pomegranate in
the heart of the figure, it evokes the famous proverb that the lamp of a believer's heart is
always on. With attention and knowledge of this issue, the designer has shown the
position of pomegranate well and dominantly (Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Correspondence of the main map of the rug with the human figure meditating,
Meditation body Source: https://www.newtondesk.com.

Conclusion
The correct and appropriate use of supplications is in the layers of meaning that are
related to the hidden figure of this carpet, and on the other hand, the connection between
the carpet (according to its altar plan) and the human soul also emphasizes the hidden
luminous auras that the researcher can access from the interpretations of the verses.
It can be acknowledged that using Panofsky's iconology method helped achieve this order
that the role of this rug carpet, in addition to the map of the altar that was visible on the
primary level, is secondary to the following: the human body is woven and hidden in the
main map, which is the altar of this carpet.
Emphasis on human spirits and emotions, include:
1- Desire for beauty (carpet patterns)
2- The desire to think (existence of the altar)
3- Desire for solitude (simile of individual home)
4- Desire to worship (Muslim submission)
5- Desire for meditation and cultivation (sitting on the ground and silence)
6- The lights that form interconnected layers around the hidden human body
7- Belief in supernatural sciences (meditation and yoga)
8- Paying attention to the use of supplications and Quranic verses in appropriate
Places according to the mentioned layers of light

9- Deliberate placement of the words of God and supplications on top of the carpet
completely on the head of the human body in such a way that it does not fall under
the feet of the worshiper.

The hypothesis that the designer deliberately and with a conscious intention secretly
designed and wove the issue of the human body and the aura around it in the heart of the
carpet map can also be put forward. The fear of being attacked by ignorant people of the
time was related to the issue of transcendental sciences such as meditation (which was in
a way the same cultivation in Islam) and the rejection of the existence of human aura
(Aura) or holy aura.
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