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The current research aimed to study the concept, dimensions and
examples of research productivity in Iran's higher education system
from the perspective of university professors. The research used a
qualitative strategy and was carried out with the phenomenological
method. The participants of the research included 21 professors with
the scientific rank of associate professor and professor with the most
scientific references in the universities of Kurdistan, Razi
Kermanshah, llam, and Buali Sina Hamedan, purposefully selected
and data collection continued until reaching theoretical saturation.
Datawas collected using the semi-structured interview tool. Using the
alignment method, the validity of the data was confirmed. The
thematic analysis method was employed using MAXQDA qualitative
analysis software to analyse the data. The results of the research
showed that research productivity included four themes: the
responsiveness of the research (modernity, reference and
comprehensiveness of expertise), the originality of the research
problem (scientific, professional and applied originality), the
pioneering aspect of the research (increasing the knowledge capital),
and scientific understanding and transparency are the nature and
scope of research. The dimensions and components of research
productivity were also identified in three main dimensions: technical,
content and communication. The technical dimension included
internal consistency, citation validity, reliability and validity of the
tool. The content dimension showed the nature and existence of the
research undertaken with the appropriate method. The functional
dimension indicated the results obtained by undertaking research
and scientific work.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Research is the foundation of sustainable development, the most important factor of
human progress in the third millennium and the main pillar of progress and development
of societies. Research is considered a suitable field for the production of science, and
increasing research productivity and giving importance to scientific research in every
country leads to development, achieving self-sufficiency and independence in various
cultural, social, scientific, and economic fields. Therefore, research activities are the link
between the university and its surrounding environment, and the result of this link will be
the all-round prosperity of the country. Academic research as an important academic
activity has a significant contribution to the production of knowledge, innovation and
development. For this reason, during the past twenty years, many efforts have been made to
analyze the effects of research results on the country's economy. The research activities of
the faculty members are also considered as one of their most important duties. Complex
conditions and variables are effective in research productivity. It is uncertain why some
universities have more publications despite similar conditions or why some groups are
successful in encouraging and strengthening their faculty members to publish valid articles.
Today, the countries of the world try to show the extent of their development with research
indicators such as the number of researchers, the share of the research budget, the number
of articles published in scientific journals, and so on. Societies need research to achieve
independence, development and self-sufficiency, and usually, in this field, they define
serious tasks for their universities. Therefore, to fulfil the defined tasks, universities need to
constantly evaluate their research productivity and this requires continuous evaluation of
the quality and quantity of research activities of members and their researchers. Therefore,
research activities are considered to be the main link between university and society, and
increasing research productivity may bring these two sectors closer to their goals, and as a
result, the all-round prosperity of a country will be achieved. The main goal of the current
research was to identify the concept of research productivity and the dimensions and
components of research productivity from the perspective of university faculty members.

Methodology

The current research is qualitative. This research adopted an interpretive approach
and by using the phenomenological method, it interpreted the views and perceptions of
experts on the phenomenon of research productivity and its dimensions and components
in academic centres. The phenomenological method is a research approach showing
different interpretive and qualitative methods through which people experience,
conceptualize, and perceive various phenomena and aspects. The geographical area of the
current research was Kurdistan, Ilam, Razi Kermanshah and Buali Sina State Universities
in Hamadan. The research participants included academic staff members with the
scientific rank of associate professor and professors from different departments of the
university who were randomly selected by purposeful sampling. Based on the
phenomenological approach, data was collected based on in-depth and semi-structured
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interviews. Finally, after 21 interviews, the data collection process reached theoretical
saturation and the continuation of the interviews was stopped. To ensure the validity and
reliability of the research, two methods of participant feedback and presenting
descriptors were used in the present study, and the data were analyzed using coding on
two open and axial levels with the help of MAXQD software.

Results and discussion

In response to the first question of the research, that is, the concept of research
productivity from the perspective of the participants, productive research responds to a
problem or need, which requires being up-to-date, and having authority and specialized
comprehensiveness of that research. That is, a research work must necessarily solve a
problem with a valid scientific method and meet a need. Furthermore, it should have
coordinates that can provide the form or form of facing problems that have not been found
so far and cover all angles and dimensions of the problem completely. Other themes of
research productivity included the originality of the problem (scientific, professional and
applied originality) of the research, meaning it has scientific frameworks and it is possible
to pay attention and apply the results and findings of the research. Other themes
emphasized the opening of research. That is, the purpose of research is to accumulate
knowledge capital to use it for social and economic growth and development. Therefore,
every piece of research, while being specialized and scientific, should somehow be
accessible to all users, and the application of the results of this research in the field of related
work and activity should be accessible to achieve a new understanding.

In response to the second question of the research, the dimensions and components of
research productivity were identified according to the opinions of the participants. The
technical dimension as one of the dimensions emphasized by the interviewees refers to the
internal integration, citation validity, and reliability and validity of the tool which shows the
conceptual framework and coherence of the research structure and the reliability of the
findings of a research. The content dimension shows the nature and existence of the
research that is undertaken with the appropriate method. The functional dimension also
indicates the results obtained by carrying out research and scientific work. It is the
description of the direct and indirect consequences of conducting research, which has a
multifaceted relationship with research productivity and is the result of citing research data.
Research productivity is influenced by various variables, which are also interconnected. The
point to consider is the effects of these variables on the research productivity of academics
in the university.

Conclusion

The main mission of research is to create a suitable platform for knowledge production
and use its results to solve society's problems. The productivity of research work is possible
if we have a correct understanding of research and how to conduct research work, because
if we do not have a correct understanding, we will witness a waste of time and human
resources and lost costs. Increasing research productivity in each country leads to
development, achieving self-sufficiency and independence in various fields.
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