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The present research was conducted with the aim of examining and
analyzing the factors affecting the entrepreneurship of graduates of
technical and vocational colleges in Kermanshah city and prioritizing
these factors in 2022. For this purpose, the qualitative approach and
descriptive phenomenological method were used. Using the purposeful
and snowball sampling method, the lived experiences and perception
of 21 students of technical and vocational graduates in Kermanshah
city were investigated. Research data was collected using in-depth
semi-structured interviews. The process of interviews and data
collection continued until reaching the theoretical saturation stage (18
interviews). The collected data were analyzed using the interpretive
approach and Colaizzi’s seven-step process. To comply with the
qualitative features of the research, three criteria of acceptability,
confirmability and dependability were used. The results of the
inductive content analysis of the data obtained from the interviews led
to the identification of factors affecting the entrepreneurship of
graduates of technical and vocational schools totaling 271 concepts and
8 categories of factors, which in order of importance were: "educational
and skillful", "social and cultural”, "personal and individual”,
"administrative and legal”, "organizational and institutional”,
"economic and financial", "infrastructural and supportive”, and
"promotional and informative". The findings of the research indicated
that each of the identified factors was effective in the dynamics of the
skill learning process and entrepreneurship of graduates of technical
and vocational graduates. Finally, recommendations were made for
policy makers, managers and teachers of technical and vocational
graduates to promote entrepreneurship.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Today, due to the increasing rate of unemployment and the increase in the
population of graduates of scientific centers in the country, entrepreneurship has been
introduced as the most important strategy to tackle the employment crisis in the
country. In this regard, the development of Technical and Vocational universities is one
of the most important ways to create employment and solve the problem of youth
unemployment after graduation. The development of Technical and Vocational training
and skill training has significant effects on strengthening the spirit of entrepreneurship
and acquiring professional skills of students and it can be said that the main goal of
establishing Technical and Vocational universities in education is to replace mere
science learning with skill-based education, entrepreneurship and job creation. In
societies where there is an increasing youth unemployment rate, interventions aimed at
acquiring skills and teaching entrepreneurship to young people increase, and Technical
and Vocational universities can be one of the most important of these interventions.
Kermanshah Province, despite having talented human resources, unique natural and
historical resources, and a strategic geographical location, has not been able to use these
capacities for job creation and economic prosperity, and the statistics show the critical
situation of Kermanshah Province in the field of work and unemployment. The
necessary and vital step to take is to provide measures and solutions to escape this
situation. Nevertheless, entrepreneurial behavior in students of Technical and
Vocational centers has received less attention than it deserves. As a result, there is a
need for more investigations on the nature of entrepreneurs and the determining
factors in becoming entrepreneurs of the graduates of Technical and Vocational centers.
Examining this phenomenon from the perspective and experience of successful people
educated in Technical and Vocational centers can open new doors for its success and
development. Based on this, the main questions of the present research were: What is
entrepreneurship from the perspective of the graduates of the Technical and Vocational
Universities of Kermanshah city, and what are the factors affecting the entrepreneurship
of graduates of Technical and Vocational Universities?

Methodology

The current research was qualitative; in terms of purpose, it was applied and
developmental, and in terms of method, exploratory and phenomenological. In this
research, based on the paradigm of social interpretivism and using the phenomenological
method (of descriptive type), while analyzing the lived experiences and participants and
understanding their views, we attempted to achieve a deep understanding of the factors
affecting the entrepreneurship of graduates of Technical and Vocational Universities in
Kermanshah. In this research, interviews were conducted with individuals who possessed
the necessary experience and understanding of the research concepts (graduate
entrepreneurship). Therefore, the selection of participants in the research was based on a
criterion sampling based on two criteria: (1) graduates who started a business because of
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the training and skills they learned in the university and were interested in participating in
the research process and describing their understanding of entrepreneurship; and (2)
they had experienced and understood the phenomenon of entrepreneurship and starting a
business. Based on this, the sample size was dependent on the theoretical saturation of the
data, and 21 graduates of Kermanshah Technical and Vocational Universities in various
fields of business answered the research questions in a face-to-face, semi-structured in-
depth interview. In the present study, the seven-step process of Colaizzi (1978) was used
to analyze the collected data.

Results and discussion

The findings from the analysis of the data obtained from the interviews conducted with
the participants in the research led to the identification of eight major factors affecting the
entrepreneurship of the graduates of Technical and Vocational Universities in
Kermanshah (Figure 1).

— Educational and skill factors: entrepreneurship in the education system and
Technical and Vocational Universities is a process that is realized by relying on the
two axes of the teacher's ability and the methods of teaching the entrepreneur and
providing the context for its emergence. Educational managers seek to create
collaborative, constructive and effective learning processes, to develop skills that
lead to strengthening and emergence of creative features in the process of teaching
people.

— Social and cultural factors: Education can promote the culture of
entrepreneurship among students and the indicators of this culture can act in the
direction of further development. Entrepreneurship culture and education
influence each other like two open systems.

— Personal and individual factors: the variety of capacities and abilities of students
in universities leads to the formation of the vision that a distinctive model should
be formed for the entrepreneurial talent of students.

— Administrative and legal factors: One of the themes that was taken from the
participants’ statements during the interview process was the emphasis on
improving administrative processes and rules and regulations governing the
entrepreneurial environment.

— Organizational and institutional factors: This category also affected the
management of entrepreneurial talent of students. A student entrepreneurial talent
management system will be successful and practical when attention to student
entrepreneurial talents is important in organizational plans and strategic thinking.

— Economic and financial factors: among the key components and necessities in
the formation of entrepreneurial activities is the provision of a suitable economic
environment and access to financial resources. Considering the subsistence life and
the young age of many graduates, they often lack the necessary capital to create a
business and need other support resources, such as receiving loans with low
interest and a long-term return period from the bank.
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— Infrastructural and supporting factors: One of the themes that was taken from
the statements of the research participants during the interview process was the
emphasis on the all-round support of the government and supporting institutions
for job creation and entrepreneurship.

— Promoting and informing factors: When entrepreneurship is considered as a
social phenomenon, mass media and particularly television can be effective in
promoting, institutionalizing and ultimately promoting entrepreneurship.
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Figure 1. Factors affecting the entrepreneurship of Technical and Vocational graduates.

Conclusion

The findings of the research indicated that each of the calculated factors is effective
in the dynamics of the skill learning process and entrepreneurship of the graduates of
technical and professional colleges. The general view of the graduates on the
phenomenon of entrepreneurship was an ecosystem view and requires comprehensive
strengthening of the mentioned elements. Finally, recommendations were made for
policy makers, managers and teachers of technical and professional universities to
promote entrepreneurship.
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