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Although access to higher education has increased significantly in
most countries, these opportunities have not been equally distributed
among different groups in many cases. The current research intended
to analyze how indigenous selection in national entrance exams
reproduces inequality in access to higher education. The research
method was descriptive-analytical. The research data was based on
the statistics collected and published by the organizations related to
the population or student admission, which were analyzed by the
secondary analysis method. The findings indicated that the policy of
indigenous selection was unsuccessful in increasing the access
chances of deprived provinces. The provinces with the highest and the
lowest access chances maintained their position without any changes
during the 5-year study period in the present research. In addition, in
many provinces, the academic level of candidates was not a
determining factor in their acceptance; in the national entrance exam
of 2016, Kurdistan and Gilan provinces candidates' academic ranks
were 10 and 22 while their ranks in the final admission changed to 27
and 6, respectively. Finally, the indigenous selection policy in the three
most popular fields of medicine did not lead to a fair distribution of
opportunity but reproduced inequality significantly. In some cases,
the acceptance chance of indigenous candidates in their provinces
was eight times that of the indigenous candidates of other provinces.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Although access to higher education has increased significantly in most countries and is
recognized as a fundamental human right, these opportunities are not equally distributed
among different groups in many cases. Historically, higher education has belonged to
political and social elite groups, depriving other social classes. Currently, higher education
access is not considered a right but a privilege in some parts of the world. Access to higher
education refers to equal opportunity to enter higher education. The meaning of equal
opportunity is to prevent, eliminate or reduce discrimination between people in terms of
gender, race, physical condition, age, language, and belonging to a social or economic class.
The university student admission system is one of the most critical factors affecting access
to higher education. In order to achieve the objective of fair access, three aspects should be
considered: gender, geographical area, and socio-economic stratification in the
development planning of universities. Among development theories, the concept of capital,
including human, social and cultural capital, has provided one of the richest explanatory
frameworks for analyzing equal opportunity in access to higher education. In addition,
justice-oriented discourse is another field of analysis in the inequality of educational
opportunities. In Iran, "indigenous selection" in the university students’ entrance exam is a
policy that significantly impacts candidates' distribution and chances for acceptance in their
favorite field. The "indigenous selection” outlines were approved in the 213t Session of the
Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution in 1990. The primary goals mentioned are
reducing students' accommodation and living problems, reducing internal migration, and
increasing indigenous acceptance chance. Previous studies have shown that this policy has
not only failed to achieve its goals but has also negatively affected educational justice and
increased political, security, cultural and social damages. The current research aims to
analyze the policy of indigenous selection in the national entrance exam and its role in
reproducing the inequality of fair access to educational opportunities among the country's
different provinces.

Methodology
The research method was descriptive-analytical. The research data was based on the
statistics published by the following relevant organizations:
— Iran's higher education statistics at a glance in the academic years (1395-1396)
and (1399-1400).
—  b) Census statistics of 2015 published by Iran Statistics Center.
— ¢) The provinces ranking in the 2015 national exam published by the Iran
education assessment organization.
— d) Booklet No. 2 of experimental science group in 2022, published by the Iranian
education assessment organization.
The method of analysis in the current research was secondary analysis. In the secondary
analysis method, the researcher collects data from statistics and information published by
organizations related to the subject and reanalyzes it based on their research objectives.
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Results and discussion

In the academic year 2015-2016, the largest and smallest student populations studied
in Tehran and Ilam provinces, respectively. In this year, one student was studying for
every 19.61 people in the population. The highest student-to-population ratio belonged
to Semnan, Yazd, Qazvin, and Tehran. The lowest ratio of students belonged to the
provinces of Kurdistan, Sistan and Baluchistan, West Azerbaijan, and Khuzestan. In the
academic year 2020-2021, the highest ratio belonged to Semnan, Yazd, Tehran, and Qom
provinces while the lowest ratio of students belonged to West Azarbaijan, Alborz,
Kurdistan, Sistan, and Baluchistan.

The highest average scientific rank in the national exam of 2015-2016 belonged to the
candidates of Yazd, Tehran, South Khorasan, Mazandaran, and Esfahan provinces while the
lowest average belonged to the candidates of Kohkiloyeh va Boyer Ahmad, Lorestan,
Khuzestan, Hormozghan and Sistan va Baluchestan provinces.

The findings showed that the provinces’ acceptance ranks had changed due to the
influence of the indigenous selection policy. For instance, Kurdistan Province rank
decreased from 10t in academic scores to 27% in university admission, while Gilan Province
increased from 22" in academic scores to 6% in final admission. Based on Iran's evaluation
and education organization announcement, the available seats for popular medical fields
among the country's provinces were not distributed fairly. The average national admission
of three high-demand medical fields in public and tuition-free universities was 16 per
thousand. The highest acceptance chance belonged to the provinces of Semnan, South
Khorasan, Yazd, Zanjan, Ardabil, and Mazandaran, with 48, 36, 31, 30, 27, and 23 seats per
thousand candidates, respectively. The lowest acceptance chance on the other hand
belonged to the provinces of West Azarbaijan, Alborz, Khorasan Razavi, Golestan, Bushehr,
and Kurdistan, with 8, 8, 8, 10, 10, and 11 seats per thousand candidates, respectively. In
other words, the applicants' acceptance chances in Semnan Province for its indigenous
candidates was six times that of applicants' chances from West Azarbaijan, Alborz, and
Golestan provinces and about five times that of applicants' chances from Bushehr, Khorasan
Razavi, and Kurdistan provinces in their indigenous areas.

Conclusion

In many countries, access to higher education is still considered one of the critical areas
of government policy. For this reason, governments tend to keep their control over the size
and composition of enrollment in higher education. The indigenous-selection plan is one
control tool that tries to reach fair distribution to access higher education.

In this research, comparing the chance of higher education access within two time
periods indicates that the highest and lowest chance of access has not changed during the
five years of the study period. It is expected that candidates with higher academic ranks in
the national university entrance exam will have a higher chance of being admitted to
universities. Executing the indigenous selection provides a basis for positive discrimination
in favor of less privileged areas. However, the research results showed that not only was
this discrimination policy not positive, but it ended in favor of the privileged regions. The
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applicants from less privileged regions were not accepted in universities and higher
education institutes based on their academic merit and entered lower-level universities.
Finally, the indigenous-selection policy in the most popular medical fields in the 2022
national entrance exam significantly reduced inequality of opportunities. In some cases, the
chance of indigenous student acceptance in their provinces was eight times that of
candidates in other provinces. There are several reasons that can be effective in the failure
of the indigenous-selection policy. The most important reason is the indiscriminate
expansion of universities and higher education institutes without conducting a proper
territorial survey in some provinces and the lack of expansion of these institutions in others.
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