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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Higher education is one of the important infrastructures of the educational system of any
country and its task is to train experts in various fields of research and provide specialized
services of comprehensive science and technology. One of the areas of the higher education
system is the curriculum, the success, stability and effectiveness of which depend on its
timely response to the environment, particularly the higher education environment of
(Terekzadeh and Nekomand, 2013). Education is a tool to build the world with a better
situation and includes all members of the society and has a direct relationship with all the
main elements of a society; therefore, considering its important role, it should be supported.
Research in this field is considered one of the most important supporters of education. The
link between research and education, by being tied to supporting fields such as ethics, will
be able to play its important roles and properly navigate the winding path of knowledge
creation and leadership. The curriculum is considered as the first tool for managing the
"teaching and research link". The communicative curriculum can help the university in
fulfilling its obligations taking into consideration the mechanisms it has. The concept of
communicative curriculum considers twelve types of communication in the curriculum, one
of which is the relationship between education and research. In fact, the curriculum is a
communication tool to move towards new platforms and ecosystems, end the autistic and
aquarium situation of the curriculum, and enter the new path of multi-platform
development and applicability of the curriculum. In this regard and according to the existing
study gap in the current research, the aim was to answer a general question: What is the
appropriate framework of communication-building curriculum in Iran's higher education?
In addition, the following three partial questions were asked:

—  What are the elements of communicative curriculum in Iran's higher education?

—  What are the effective factors of communicative curriculum in Iran's higher

education?
—  What will be the consequences of communicative curriculum in Iran's higher
education?

Methodology

Since the current research was carried out with the aim of formulating the appropriate
framework of communication-building curriculum in Iran's higher education, its dominant
paradigm was interpretive. In terms of its practical purpose and nature, this study was
considered to be qualitative using the data base method and Glaserian approach. The
statistical population of the research included key specialists and experts in curriculum
planning at Shahid Beheshti, Allameh Tabatabai, Amir Kabir and Al Zahra universities, 13 of
whom were selected as a sample based on the principle of theoretical saturation using the
purposeful sampling method. A semi-structured interview was used to collect data. Then,
the collected data were analyzed using Glazer's approach and continuous comparison in the
process of open, selective and theoretical coding.
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Results and discussion

After data collection, the foundation data method was used with the Glaserian approach
for data analysis. According to Glaser (1967), there are two types of codes: real codes (open
and selective coding) and theoretical codes. In open coding, the goal of the analysts is to
create an emergent set of concepts and categories, as well as to discover the central category.
In this research, the researcher named the central category "link between education and
research”. In the selective coding stage, the researcher makes the coding around the central
category and guides the coding process based on it. In the stage of theoretical coding, using
abstract models, the resulting categories are combined into a theory (Glaser and Hon, 2005).

In response to the main question of the research and to formulate the framework of
communication-building curriculum in Iran's higher education, several operational or sub-
questions were pursued, the first of which was: What are the elements of communicative
curriculum in Iran's higher education? From the point of view of the experts, the basic
elements of the communicative curriculum were human resources, professors and
students; curriculum design elements included goals, content, teaching-learning and
evaluation activities; and program implementation tools included time, place and
educational and research equipment.

In response to the second question (What are the effective factors of communicative
curriculum in Iran's higher education?), the extracted categories regarding the effective
factors included the policies governing the higher education system, the method of budget
allocation and reward mechanisms, the qualifications of professors and the characteristics
of students.

The consequences mentioned in the third question (What will be the consequences of
communication curriculum in Iran's higher education?) were categorized into three
individual, organizational and extra-organizational dimensions and five general categories
in the theoretical coding section. Individual consequences consisted of the growth of
educational and research actors. Organizational consequences included self-reliant and
leading university, active curriculum while extra-organizational consequences comprised
development of the country in different dimensions and expansion of knowledge horizons.

In general, 96 concepts, 29 sub-categories and 13 main categories were obtained from
the qualitative data analysis in the interviews section using open, selective and theoretical
codings. Glaser’s six coding family inspired the proposed framework of the communication-
building curriculum which is presented in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. The proposed framework of communicative curriculum.
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Conclusion
The lack of success of universities in achieving important goals such as educating a

thinking and thoughtful generation, creating an entrepreneurial spirit, strengthening the
gears of industry by cultivating skilled and trained human resources, creating jobs and
developing the frontiers of science and technology causes researchers to provide solutions
to solve this fundamental crisis. One of these solutions is focusing attention on the university
curriculum, which, as one of the most central parts of the university, can have a great impact
on solving problems. A communication-building curriculum that focuses on the link
between education and research as a new field can help solve some of the crises that have
arisen, but due to the new nature of this type of curriculum, a specific framework is needed.
The unity between education and research in the higher education system of the country
can be realized. Accordingly, in the present research, this issue was addressed by using the
database method and data analysis through Glaser's approach.
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