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The arts industry is a tool to help create new economic foundation for
future economic growth that attracts many creative people in the
knowledge-based economy to create new ideas and products through
entrepreneurship. Universities are considered as a stimulus and an
important factor in teaching entrepreneurship to students. The
purpose of this study was to present a report on the current state of
art entrepreneurship education among Iranian universities of arts.
The statistical population of this study consisted of 11 art professors
in 3 universities of art (Isfahan / Tehran / Yazd) in the qualitative
stage selected by convenience sampling. In the quantitative stage, 120
Master of Arts students were selected as a statistical sample. To gaina
deeper understanding of the current educational status of art students
from the perspective of professors, an exploratory and inductive
research approach with a survey strategy was used and the data
obtained from semi-structured interviews was analyzed using coding
and manual analysis. Entrepreneurial skills were also ranked from the
perspective of 120 art students using the fuzzy TOPSIS technique. The
findings of this study showed evidence that art entrepreneurship
education, although considered very important and necessary by
professors for the professional preparation and entrepreneurship of
art graduates has received less attention in universities. Finally, the
practical implications of this research encourage discussions in the
field of entrepreneurship in art and redesign of the curriculum.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In today's world, the presence of factors such as the increasing growth of competition,
rapid environmental changes, the growth of technology, the increase of innovation and
creativity and the creation of new businesses have caused the heads of the country to
effectively deal with the issue of entrepreneurship, and one of the important areas of
entrepreneurship that Iran has a potential to develop is the artindustry. Art industries have
been considered a tool to help create a new economic base for future economic growth that
many believe attract creative people in the knowledge-based economy to create new ideas
and new products through entrepreneurship, but the art industry which include art,
literature, music, film and the performing arts have long been neglected by social scientists
because these industries do not regularly fit into the neoclassical economic model that
dominates the economics landscape, while many professional arts education programs
prepare students for excellence in art practice and performance. Evidence suggests that
many professional arts education programs may fall short in preparing students to become
professional artists. Therefore, artists who have just entered the field of art are at the
crossroads of choosing the values of the market and art, and they try to respond to the
demands of the artistic community and the market regarding the future of their artistic
activity. According to these reports, there are two paths for the development of
entrepreneurial skills for fine arts artists: first, organized and supervised training and
second: identification of entrepreneurial skills, support and supervision that are very
important for the success of artists in fine arts. Therefore, in this research, first, the question
of whether artists will be equipped with the necessary skills during their studies or not was
addressed. The answer was provided by considering the opinion of art education experts
and the need of art students to create jobs.

Methodology

According to the content and ontology of the research, the method of this qualitative-
quantitative research was simultaneous, and the statistical population of this research in
the qualitative phase consisted of 11 art professors from Iranian art universities with at
least ten years of work experience. The method of "available sampling" was chosen, and the
research tools at this stage were in-depth interviews and open questionnaires (Tom's
questionnaire (2017)). In the quantitative phase, the opinions of 120 Master of Arts
students were used to rate entrepreneurial skills. The research tool at this stage was a
questionnaire made by the researcher and their opinions were ranked using fuzzy TOPSIS
technique.

Fuzzy Topsis

Fuzzy TOPSIS method is one of the techniques used in multi-criteria decision-making.
This technique was proposed by Yun and Huang and is one of the most widely used methods
for solving multi-criteria problems. The main concept of this technique is to choose an
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option that has the closest Euclidean distance to the idea option. Al and the farthest
Euclidean distance from the ideal option has a negative value. In this method, in order to
rank, it is necessary to measure the proximity coefficient. This coefficient is calculated using
the following formula:

;- d-: The distance of each of the components from the negative
Ayt (1) ideal
d+: The distance of each component from the positive ideal
c: proximity coefficient

C =

Results and discussion

11 expert art professors, selected based on their professional experiences and as they
were teaching artists, were asked to define the main problems and needs of artists in their
professional and entrepreneurial careers. The basic key market needs for successful art
businesses were categorized as follows:

—  Producing outstanding works of art, with innovative ideas (concepts) of high

quality;

— Attracting/increasing attention and visibility, with effective advertising activities;

—  Taking advantage of market opportunities and commercializing works of art;

—  Creating a good network of contacts in art;

— Gathering a comprehensive set of professional and entrepreneurial skills;

— Creating an entrepreneurial mentality and personal characteristics such as self-

confidence, ambition, hard work ethic and resistance;
— Student presence in executive groups as an intern;
—  Knowing the culture of the society and the production of works of art based on this.
In addition, taking into account the unemployment rate in the field of art, professors

were asked if their students were ready to overcome the key needs of the market after
graduation. Most professors expected their students to be ready for the market after
graduation. However, 75% of them believed that there were obstacles and limitations on
this path. Regarding these obstacles and limitations, their answers were coded by thematic
analysis and classed into four main categories: 1) lack of entrepreneurship training and
market orientation; 2) lack of artistic abilities and professional attitude by students; 3) the
lack of social acceptance of art; and 4) other reasons, including the lack of growth centers,
and classified growth centers. Chart (1) shows the importance of each of the mentioned
factors from the point of view of the professors.
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Chart 1. Actions required in the education and professional development of students.

The professors were also asked if they needed appropriate educational programs to
develop the entrepreneurial skills of artists? One hundred percent of the professors
answered this question positively. 120 students were asked about the importance of
each of the skills required in the field of art, and their answers were ranked using the
TOPSIS Fuzzy method and using the TOPSIS Fuzzy software and the results are
presented in Table (1).

Table 1. Prioritization with fuzzy TOPSIS.

Number Factor Weights Ranking
1 Leadership skills (determining goals, vision, etc.) 0.837 1
2 Communication and presentation sKills 0.8 2
3 Ideation and creativity 0.789 3
4 Media and information technology skills 0.441 14
5 Investment skill 0.473 13
6 Specific technical skills 0.689 11
7 Ability to identify opportunities 0.694 10
8 Teamwork and cooperation skills 0.778 4
9 Network skills 0.364 15
10 selling skill 0.571 12
11 Problem-solving skills 0.769 5
12 Sponsor skill 0.732 7
13 Decision making skills 0.748 6
14 Strategic thinking skills 0.728 8
15 Project management skills 0.694 9
Conclusion

In the current research, the views of 11 art professors were examined. In the first step,
the professors listed the basic needs of the market for success in art businesses and then
divided them into four categories:

1) Lack of entrepreneurship training and market orientation

2) Lack of artistic abilities and professional attitude by students

3) The lack of social acceptance of art
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4) Other reasons, including the lack of classified growth centers

In addition, in this research, the ranking of entrepreneurial skills from the students'
point of view was carried out in the order of importance and then the professors discussed
ways to strengthen entrepreneurial skills, such as placing courses in line with marketing
and entrepreneurship in the course description, the close relationship of students with the
market and professors who were familiar with the market during their studies as per Table
(1). Finally, the findings of the study show that although art entrepreneurship education by
professors seems necessary for the preparation of art graduates, it has been less addressed
in universities.
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