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Seljuk visual art is one of the richest examples in the history of
Iranian art. Crafts such as pottery and paintings on them reached
flourishing peaks in this period. Due to the Mongol destructions
after the Seljuk era and natural destructive factors, there are only a
few illustrated books left of this time. These resources do not
provide sufficient information on the visual arts of this period.
However, there are many containers related to the Seljuk era
because of the persistence of pottery works against destructive
factors. By examining the similarities of these two types of visual
art [illustrated books and painted pottery], it was possible to take
advantage of the pottery motifs of this period in investigating the
visual characteristics of the Seljuk period. Relying on available
resources, this study intended to discover the features of the
illustrated books and the pottery of the Seljuk era as well as their
similarities and differences. Thus, the visual arts of the Seljuk era
and the visual roots of the art of this period were examined by
comparatively studying some examples of the paintings of
illustrated books remaining from this era in addition to pottery
motifs of the two centers of Ray and Kashan. In order to study the
visual characteristics and motifs more accurately, the two types of
art were compared and presented in two tables.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The Seljuk era is one of the most important periods in Iran in the creation of visual arts.
Pottery and painting on pottery reached its peak in this period. For the first time, the
potter was able to write his name and date on his work. From the paintings, there are only
a few illustrated copies that do not provide sufficient information on the visual arts of that
period. However, paintings on the pottery of this period, particularly Mina'’i dishes, can be
used to understand the characteristics of Seljuk-era visual art. For this reason, it was
necessary to study the similarities and differences between pottery motifs and
manuscripts as two important types of Seljuk illustrated art. The present study examined
these two types of art separately and then studied the aspects of similarities and
differentiation of each one.

Methodology
Research was carried out in an analytical and comparative method using library and
documentation methods.

Results and discussion

The images of Seljuk-era manuscripts, which mostly have literary and scientific themes
and subjects, have a background (mostly in the color of red) contrary to the tradition of
illustration before this period. In the tradition of illustration of this period, the
continuation of Mana'i illustration patterns is clearly seen. Surfaces are flat by clear
outline. Circular plant motifs are abundantly seen in backgrounds and even clothes.
Human faces are round with interlocking arc eyebrows, bud mouths, almond eyes,
stretched noses and long hair and halo around the head.

Often on Seljuk pottery, several or two sitting figures are depicted and sometimes have
literary themes such as Shekare Bahram Gore, Bijan and Manijeh or Fereidon's story.
Surfaces are flat by clear outline. The glaze of the images is colorful and shiny. Human
faces are round with interlocking arc eyebrows, bud mouths, almond eyes, stretched noses
and long hair and halo around the head. Animal motifs are more naturalistic than other
motifs. Plant and decorative motifs continued as successive curves and sometimes in
human and animal bodies.
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Table 1. Visual review /matching of pottery motifs and manuscripts of the Seljuk period.

Manuscripts Pottery motifs Comparison of two
artistic
species
e Borders mainly e Due to the mainly e Except in some
cases, the cadre
horizontal rectangle circular shape of the is completely
different in the two
o Image elements are dishes, cadres are more types of art.
sometimes ejected from circular. Human figures e Compositions
tailored to the subject
Compositions the cadre. and other motifs are can be seen in both
artistic forms.
® Sometimes the composition often consistent with
is chosen according to the circular form of the
the subject. dishes.

e Varied composition
(balanced, symmetrical, linear,
circular, geometric, radial)

* Not using shadows and o Not using shadows and ® Not using shadows
and bright and
bright and perspective bright and perspective perspective
o Execution of a line with e Execution of a line with e Execution of a line
with flat and
flat and uniform coloring flat and uniform coloring uniform coloring
with blue, green and red with blue, green and red e Mina'i pottery is similar
to
colors in the background colors in the background manuscripts due to
Execution . o the use of .
Technique o Unlike Baghdad paintings, different colors more
than
Seljuk artists first Zarrinfam pottery.
paint the paper and then create e Performing with
design on it. transparent color on
paper is
different from performing much
faster and with a thick glaze on
the pottery and the lines on them
are thicker and mostly smoother.
Conclusion

The following can be concluded from the study and comparison of pottery motifs and
Seljuk era manuscripts:

- The images of manuscripts and pottery motifs of this period were equally
influenced by Manavi art. Among the influences of Manavi art are using the
separator line, the use of decorations, plant motifs and Eslimi curves, and the
design styles of human figures.

- In the Seljuk era, the artistic connection between illustrated manuscripts and
pottery painters was very high. In their work, illustrators on pottery were
inspired by the images of the books of this period and used the common motifs
and themes in paintings, which were depicted at court on the books for the
training of pottery, which had a folk function.
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- With differences such as execution technique and cadre which created dualities
between these two arts, in some cases, it was observed that these cases did not
cause differences in the two types of art. For example, regardless of the shape of

the container, the artist created a scene like the book papers on the circular
surface of the container.
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