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Due to its special position, its importance to the people and the fact
that clothing is one of the basic human needs, the garment industry
has the potential to have a high impact on growth rate, employment
and production. Paying attention to the development of this
industry and increasing the level of related education in this field
can be effective in economic, social and environmental
development. The purpose of this study was to develop an
indigenous model for the development of technical and vocational
education appropriate to the needs of the labor market and
regional capacity in the field of clothing industry in Kurdistan
Province. The approach used was qualitative with the foundation
data theory method. Potential participants in the research included
experts and informants in the field of clothing industry consisting
of public and private sector trainers, vocational trainers, university
lecturers and clothing industry activists. Using purposive sampling
method, 22 people were invited to participate in the semi-
structured interview. Data taken from interview transcripts were
analyzed in three-stage theoretical coding, and components related
to the data-based theory model, namely contexts, processes,
strategies, intervening factors, and consequences, were identified.
Based on the designed research model, 19 competency standards
and 19 performance standards were developed in both men's and
women's clothing and recommendations were made for the
development of the garment industry in Kurdistan Province.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Preparing young people for the labor market is one of the key responsibilities of the
educational system of countries. Skills training by providing skilled and efficient human
resources can achieve the goals of development and economic progress and align the
educational system with the socio-economic system and industrialize the country and
help the industrial and economic independence of the country. In order to have a skilled
and capable workforce, it is necessary to provide them with skills related to different jobs.
In this regard, technical and vocational education has an important contribution to the
power of competitiveness and prosperity in the world based on the knowledge-based
economy and should be considered as the main key to reduce poverty, promote peace,
preserve the environment, improve the quality of life for everyone and help achieve
sustainable development. Based on the studies conducted regarding the educational
needs of Kurdistan Province, it seems that establishing specialized workshops in the field
of clothing industry is a necessity according to the capacities of Kurdistan Province.
Statistics related to the development of the garment industry show that this industry has
a distinctive place globally and has been the factor for economic development in India,
Vietnam, Bangladesh and Pakistan.

Methodology

The current research used a qualitative approach and foundational data theory
method. All those with links to and practical and scientific experience of Kurdistan
Province and the garment industry were active participants in this research. Using a
purposeful sampling method, the experts in this field were identified and after theoretical
saturation was reached, 22 people participated in this research. The foundation data
method was carried out in six steps. The data collection tool was semi-structured
interviews in order not to restrict the researcher like structured interviews nor to provide
extensive and sometimes unnecessary information like in-depth interviews. The
interviews were analyzed by continuous and absolute comparative analysis through the
Strauss and Corbin method, and the transcription of each interview was coded and
analyzed before conducting the next interview.

Result and discussion

The data obtained from the interviews conducted with experts in 5 sections of context,
process, management, intervening factors and outcome were based on coding. In terms
of the factors affecting the development of the garment industry in the province, the
province's capacity for export due to its proximity to Iraq was the potential of local
clothing production. Based on the results, the processes and the employment generation
of this industry were not proportional to the training of its recipients. In other words,
women received the highest amount of training provided in this industry, but had the
least share in obtaining a trading license to work in this sector; most women worked in
this industry in the form of domestic activities. In the process of development of clothing
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in the province, there was a lack of large factories in the field of clothing in the province
and luxury consumption among the general public, which is an important obstacle in
branding for this industry in Kurdistan Province. Regarding the development strategies
of the garment industry, empowerment approaches of human resources in this field,
compiling the headings and skills training standards to improve skills levels of employees
and those interested in working in this industry, using the capacities of border markets
for exportand job creation in the form of production cooperatives were factors impacting
the development and prosperity of this industry in Kurdistan Province. Intervening
factors of clothing smuggling and its import into the province from the borders of
Kurdistan Province, the low level of confidence of employers in people who have skilled
training, low purchasing power of the people to use quality brands in the clothing
industry and the lack of special brands in the province were important factors affecting
the development of the clothing industry in Kurdistan Province.

Conclusion

The proposed model showed that the development of the clothing industry can be the
basis for employment and business development at the micro and macro levels. The use
of this industry by all in addition to the essential need of all different sections of society
to take advantage of this industry were factors influencing the prosperity in this sector;
opportunities such as being located on the border with Iraq and cultural affinity,
upstream documents paying greater attention to the clothing industry and the potential
of producing local clothes were positive dimensions for the development of the clothing
industry in Kurdistan Province. Taking into consideration the opportunities of this
industry, being close to the Kurdistan Region of Iraq and investment opportunities in this
industry, a suitable added value can be added to the province with the development of
exports in this sector and increased job creation. It is noteworthy that the clothing
industry exports have been significantly reduced in the country's export portfolio in the
last few years due to the presence of foreign competitors and technological weaknesses.
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