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Connecting wind turbines to power networks without adversely affecting
system stability is one of the most important future challenges to expand
wind farms. In this paper, to improve the power network stability, damping
the oscillations caused by torsional modes and increasing the energy
conversion efficiency of wind turbines, a new control strategy was
proposed for the active power control loop of wind turbines as well as
HVDC transmission systems. First, the nonlinear speed-power curve of the
wind turbine was shown to be effective in damping coefficients of torsional
modes, energy conversion efficiency and the stability of the wind turbine.
Accordingly, the use of wind turbine stabilizer in the wind turbine power
control loop was proposed. Since the wind power plant is effective in the
flow of the active-reactive power components, the use of supplementary
damping controllers in the rectifier of VSC HVDC system was proposed to
improve the voltage profile and the dynamic stability of the power
network. The fractional order PID controllers were used in the proposed
control strategy whose coefficients were adjusted using the proposed
genetic-bat algorithm. In this algorithm, in order to avoid the rapid
convergence of bats to local extremes and the optimal development of the
search space, two operators of genetic algorithms, the dynamic mutation
based on probabilities and the crossover were used. The simulation results
showed that under the proposed control strategy, the stability of the
system and the voltage profile in the network were significantly improved.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Connecting wind turbines to power networks without adversely affecting system
stability is one of the greatest challenges of the future expanding wind farms. In the present
research, to improve the power network stability, damping the oscillations caused by
torsional modes and increasing the energy conversion efficiency of wind turbines, a new
control strategy was proposed for the active power control loop of wind turbines as well as
HVDC transmission systems. First, it was shown that the nonlinear speed-power curve of
the wind turbine is effective on the damping coefficients of torsional modes, the energy
conversion efficiency and the stability of the wind turbine. Accordingly, the use of wind
turbine stabilizer in the wind turbine power control loop was proposed. Since the wind
power plant was effective on the flow of the active-reactive power components, the use of
supplementary damping controllers in the rectifier of VSC HVDC system was proposed to
improve the voltage profile and the dynamic stability of the power network. The fractional
order PID controllers were used in the proposed control strategy where its coefficients were
adjusted using the proposed genetic-bat algorithm. In this algorithm, in order to avoid the
rapid convergence of bats to local extremes and the optimal development of the search
space, two operators of genetic algorithms, the dynamic mutation based on probabilities
and the crossover were used. The simulation results showed that under the proposed
control strategy, the stability of the system and the voltage profile in the network were
significantly improved.

Methodology

In this research, first, dynamic modeling of a power system including classical power
plants, wind power plants and VSC HVDC transmission systems was carried out. Then, a
control strategy (including three individual control loops) was proposed ensuring the stable
operation of the ac system and wind farm under different working conditions. The wind
turbine stabilizer control loop was designed based on the turbine operating points and the
speed-power characteristic curve in the wind turbine. It was shown that for different wind
turbine operating points, the damping coefficient of torsional modes was variable and the
use of wind turbine stabilizer controller was necessary to amplify the damping torque and
damping the oscillations of the torsional modes. Then, two independent control loops were
proposed to amplify the damping coefficient of the oscillation modes of the power system
through the VSC HVDC rectifier converter. These controllers were responsible for enhancing
the dynamic stability of the power system. Supplementary controllers in the present
research were based on fractional order PID controllers whose coefficients were adjusted
using the proposed genetic-bat evolutionary algorithm. The proposed algorithm corrects
the limited oscillations of bats, which could result in convergence to local extremes. This
modification was achieved through the use of dynamic mutation operators and crossover of
genetic algorithms and the optimal development of the search space of bats.

Results and discussion
Wind turbine torsional modes are affected by the turbine speed-power curve and for
different areas of this curve, the effect of torsional modes on the turbine performance is not
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the same. Accordingly, the simulation of the power system under study was performed with
the presence of designed controllers and in different areas of the wind turbine speed-power
curve. When the proposed stabilizing controller was used in the wind turbine, the power
system was stabilized in the whole set of operating points of the system and the oscillations
of the components of rotor speed changes in power plants, load angle and displacement
angle were significantly reduced. In addition, the voltage profile was improved and at the
end of the simulation time, the voltage stabilization was observed to be at the nominal value.
The use of VSC HVDC controllers together with the wind turbine stabilizer controller further
improved the dynamic performance of the power system in such a way that the settling time
of the studied signals reduced from 30 seconds to approximately 15 seconds and the signal
overshoot at the beginning of the simulation was reduced by approximately 10%. In general,
the use of controllers stabilized the power system and the terminal voltage of power plants.
One of the most important results of the analysis of responses was depending on the
operating conditions of the wind turbine, the degree of participation of the turbine in
providing damping torque was variable. The oscillations of the torsional modes were well
damped with the proposed controllers and an improvement of the voltage profile and the
dynamic stability margin of the power system was observed.

Conclusion

In this paper, the use of supplementary stabilization controllers in the VSC HVDC
system as well as the active power control loop in the wind turbine was recommended. It
was shown that by using the wind turbine stabilizer controller in the active power control
loop, the damping torque required for the wind turbine can be provided. Moreover, the
addition of stabilizing control loops to the VSC HVDC system led to improvement of the
stability margin of the power system and voltage stabilization in the over system. The
simulation results of the system under study in addition to the proposed control strategy
performed in MATLAB software show the effectiveness of the control method to improve
the dynamic stability of the power system and also increase the energy conversion
efficiency in the wind turbine.
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