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The purpose of this study was to develop a revenue model for selected
sports federations in Iran. The method of the present study was
heuristic. The statistical population in this quantitative and qualitative
study included all knowledgeable elites in selected federations. In the
qualitative part, 16 people were selected by stratified sampling method
and in the quantitative part, 100 people were selected by purposive
sampling method. The tools used to collect information in the
quantitative section included a researcher-made questionnaire. In order
to analyze the research data, the content analysis method was used to
review the interviews and the structural equation method was used to
review the research model. The whole process of data analysis was
performed in the form of SPSS software version 22 and PLS software.
The results showed that investment and sponsors, government
institutions, politics, security, media, fans, government support,
characteristics and attractiveness of different sports, human resource
management, law, facility development, and scientific research can be
the most important sources of income for selected sports federations in
Iran. The results of this study can help the managers and officials of
sports federations to make their strategic decisions based on financial
information in order to have better and more appropriate
communication and interaction with shareholders and sponsors, and
increase the income of the relevant federation.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Today, sports events, particularly the Olympic Games, are not only entertainment, but
also a source of jobs with high-income generation, and economic exploitation of sports
events plays a significant role in the development and expansion of financial resources and
the realization of the goals of sports federations. Sports events have been considered as one
of the most important tools for the economic development of cities, countries and even
continents in recent years. The purpose of this study was to develop a revenue model for
selected sports federations in Iran.

Methodology

In this research, exploratory mixed research designs were used. For this purpose, the
researcher first identified the phenomenon and collected qualitative data through
exploratory interviews, and then, by formulating a model and collecting quantitative data,
tested the extractive model of income-generating sources of selected sports federations in
Iran. The interviews in the qualitative phase continued until theoretical saturation, and then
using the method of content analysis and coding of the main components, a questionnaire
was designed and compiled for this purpose and finally distributed. The output of the
statistical process in this research was a model that became the basis of the explanatory
model of income-generating sources of selected sports federations of Iran. This model was
developed through structural equation modeling (SEM). Considering the executive nature
of the work, to conduct field interviews, the statistical population of qualitative research
included all the experts who organized sports events of the selected federations, including
swimming, diving, water polo federations, lifeguard federations, martial sports associations’
federation, archery federation, gymnastics federation, cycling, Medical and Sports
Federation and Veterans and Disabled Sports Federation. The statistical population of the
qualitative research also included the experts in organizing sports events of the selected
federations who were fully familiar with the field of marketing and financial affairs. In the
qualitative part, a stratified purposeful sampling method was used. In this section, 16
interviews were conducted with samples and continued until theoretical saturation. The
interviewees included 2 experts in organizing sports events from each of the selected
federations. The statistical sample of the quantitative research included 150 people from all
the experts of the selected sports federations who are aware of the subject, and in this part,
the purposeful sampling method was used. Of these, 100 questionnaires were returned
correctly and analyzed (Table 3). The tool used to collect information in this research
included a researcher-made questionnaire that included 12 variables and 67 items. Content
validity was used to determine the validity of the questionnaire, which was achieved by 15
sports management experts: professors of Tabriz University (5 people) and experts from
the relevant federations (10 people). Confirmatory factor analysis was used to confirm the
validity of the questionnaire structure. The reliability of the questionnaire was also
confirmed by conducting a test on 30 people from the research population and calculating
Cronbach's alpha (a = 0.9). The whole process of data analysis was performed in the form of
SPSS software version 22 and PLS software.
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Results and discussion

Descriptive results related to demographic characteristics showed that 63% of the
sample were women and 32 were men, 44.8% had a master's degree and 1.3% had a
doctorate. In this research, qualitative interviews were used to identify the components of
income-generating sources. In this part, the interpretation of 16 interviews conducted with
scientific and executive experts in the field of income generation in selected sports
federations, including experts in holding sports events in swimming, diving, water polo,
lifeguard, combat sports associations, archery, gymnastics, cycling, the Medical and Sports
Federation and the Veterans and Disabled Sports Federation were discussed. According to
the results of the qualitative study of the current research, the identified revenue-generating
strategies in Iran's sports federations included variables such as financial sponsors,
government institutions, media, fans, government support, security, sports fields, politics,
human resources, laws, facilities development, and scientific research. Table 4 shows the
coefficients of factor loadings of items related to different components.

The results showed that investment and sponsors, government institutions, politics,
security, media, fans, government support, characteristics and attractiveness of different
sports, human resource management, laws, facility development, scientific research can be
the most important sources of income for selected sports federations in Iran.

Conclusion

The results of this study can help the managers and officials of sports federations to
make their strategic decisions based on financial information in order to have better and
more appropriate communication and interaction with shareholders and sponsors, and
increase the income of the relevant federation.

This article was compiled and prepared at the beginning of 2019 and the last days of
2014; Therefore, due to the conditions of the Covid-19 disease and the effects of this disease
on various fields, it was difficult to conduct interviews and distribute and receive
questionnaires. On the other hand, this study was conducted cross-sectionally and among a
number of federations. Therefore, according to the limitations of the current research, it is
recommended: (1) this study be also conducted longitudinally, (2) should be conducted in
other countries and its results should be compared with the current research, (3) the
income sources of other federations should also be examined and the income sources of
individual and group sports federations should also be studied in a comparative manner,
and (4) finally, to address the research subject with other qualitative methods.
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