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The aim of this study was to identify the strategic drivers of
entrepreneurship in the entrepreneurial university through the analysis
and combination of previous research. In this research, using the Meta-
Synthesize qualitative method, a systematic study of research published
in reputable national and international databases was conducted from
1998 to 2020, and 652 articles were obtained for initial review.
Considering the inclusion and exclusion criteria, 129 articles were
reviewed in full text. The findings of the systematic review of selected
research studies by qualitative research method (meta-combination)
led to the identification of 4 components, 99 characteristics, 15 sub-
components, and 4 components that were considered as strategic
drivers of the entrepreneurial university. Findings confirm that strategic
drivers as the determining parameters of the entrepreneurial university
are closely related to the components of entrepreneurial strategy,
committed leadership, internal capacities and environmental conditions
of the university. The rankings of related characteristics based on
Shannon entropy analysis showed the characteristics of entrepreneurial
human resources, leadership with commitment and entrepreneurial
orientation, financial capital, distinct management type and style, and
soft and hard physical and commercial resources. These characteristics
rank the highestamong inferred characteristics. The results of this study
provide a deeper understanding of the literature available in
entrepreneurial universities in the relevant field by organizing its
components in a comprehensive, coherent and systematic way.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In recent years, extensive studies have been carried out in order to investigate the
development strategies of universities to become entrepreneurial. However, despite the
fact that each of the conducted studies has made an important contribution to identifying
part of the characteristics of the entrepreneurial university, these studies have often been
carried out separately and sporadically without a specific consensus. Moreover, despite
extensive research, the subject of the entrepreneurial university is still ambiguous and past
research has not been able to provide a suitable, comprehensive and appropriate practical
solution for implementing the subject of entrepreneurial university and solve its challenges.
Additionally, it is necessary to summarize this body of extensive in the form of combined
and meta-methodical research to provide a comprehensive and systematic view. Based on
this, the present research, acknowledging the role of entrepreneurship in the development
of the country and the position of the university in the development of entrepreneurship
and economic growth, attempted to examine previous research on entrepreneurial
universities and its development process, to identify the parameters of the desirable
development of the university as an entrepreneurial university and to provide a systematic
and comprehensive analysis based on the meta-synthesis method. Therefore, the main
issue under study was to identify the strategic drivers effective in the entrepreneurial
university and explain its components with a meta-synthesis approach and determine their
importance and priority in the studies and researches.

Methodology

The present research was carried out with the aim of explaining the strategic drivers in
realizing the third mission of higher education and creating an entrepreneurial university,
using a meta- synthesis method which is applied in terms of purpose and in terms of the
nature of data and analysis style, it was categorized under qualitative research. The data
collection method in this research was based on documentary information. All research
published in reliable domestic and foreign scientific databases were searched based on the
defined keywords in order to obtain a sample that would cause theoretical saturation. To
search for keywords, the time range of 1998-2020 was considered and the most relevant
studies were selected using a targeted approach. The validity basis of this research was
theoretical validity, and to achieve it, extensive field study methods, theoretical pluralism,
and the application of experts' opinions were used. Reliability in this research was
measured by Kaufman's Kappa test.

The method cited for data analysis was also the open coding method. Meta synthesis
is an approach to synthesize the results of qualitative research which aids the
advancement of current knowledge by creating a new interpretive synthesis. In this
research, the meta synthesis method was carried out in 7 steps based on the theory of
Sandolsky and Barroso (2008).
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Results and discussion

In this study, research information was classified based on the reference of each
research, including the author's name and surname, along with the year of publication of
the research and the coordination components stated in each research; and using the open
and axial coding method, codes were extracted from the texts. As a result of research in this
section, 99 codes or characteristics were obtained. To control the extracted concepts, the
researcher’s opinion was compared with an expert. Cohen's kappa (Kaufman) index was
used to evaluate the agreement between these two raters. The result of calculating the value
of the index at the significant level of 0.0001 was calculated as 0.783. which demonstrated
that the code extraction had a good reliability. In order to analyze the results, Shannon's test
was used. Based on the results of the calculations, the characteristics of entrepreneur's
human resources, leadership with commitment and tendency towards entrepreneurship,
financial capital of the university, distinctive management style and physical and soft and
hard commercial resources ranked the highest among the inferred characteristics.

Based on the content analysis of 125 selected studies, a total of 99 codes or
characteristics were identified and categorized into 15 sub-components and 4 components
at a higher level. Based on the summary of the results, the strategic drivers affecting the
university based on their priority and importance included the components of internal
capacities, entrepreneurial strategy, committed and entrepreneurial leadership, and
environmental conditions.

The diagram of strategic drivers affecting Entrepreneurial University in the form of its
components and sub-components is shown in Figure 1:
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Figure 1. Diagram of the relationship between components and sub-components of strategic drivers
affecting the Entrepreneurial University.
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Conclusion

This research presents the summary and analysis of conducted research based on the
literature synthesis in a coherent and integrated manner, and is one of the first researches
that comprehensively examines the basic components as strategic drivers in the literature
of the entrepreneurial university. It creates a favorable future for universities and it can be
effective in making the entrepreneur university.

Considering the role and importance of each of the mentioned factors in the various
researches conducted during 1998-2020, these components were taken into consideration
and expressed by different researchers in pushing the university towards
entrepreneurship. The ranking of the expressed concepts (sub-component) based on the
amount of researchers' support, and the analysis carried out with the help of Shannon's
entropy show the position of each of the studied concepts regarding the Entrepreneurial
University. The analysis of the parameters illustrated that the characteristics of
entrepreneurial human resources, leadership with commitment and tendency towards
entrepreneurship, financial capital of the university, distinctive style of management and
soft and hard physical and commercial resources ranked the highest among the inferred
characteristics. Considering their great importance in previous studies, paying attention to
these parameters in the development of the university can lead to the realization of the
entrepreneurial approach of the university.

The results of this research, while introducing the strategic parameters of the
Entrepreneurial University by presenting systematic and comprehensive previous studies,
can provide valuable information to future researchers and be an important starting point
for more scientific studies on the Entrepreneurial University.
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