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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Voluntary activities increase the scientific and practical level as well as talent
assessment while increasing self-awareness. As a result, it gives direction towards the right
career path of the volunteers and in the long term increases the productivity of businesses
and development of the entrepreneurial ecosystem.

It seems that the challenge created in formal entrepreneurship education in order to
create entrepreneurial intention can be covered by voluntary entrepreneurial activities.
Voluntary activities can increase entrepreneurial intention by creating effectiveness in
training entrepreneurial skills.

The objective of the current research was to investigate the relationship between
voluntary activity and the creation of entrepreneurial intention with the effect of the
mediating role of entrepreneurship skills training in volunteers participating in a leading
campaign.

Methodology

This research was based on a practical purpose and included a descriptive survey
method. The statistical population of the study comprised of volunteers in a leading
campaign in Isfahan city, totaling 165 people. The same number of questionnaires were
distributed among and collected from the statistical population using a simple random
method.

In order to determine the reliability of the questionnaire, Cronbach's alpha coefficient
was calculated through SPSS software. According to the obtained results, it can be claimed
that the reliability and validity of the research questionnaire was favorable.

The results of the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test indicated that the data distribution was
normal. Since the variables of this research were determined normal, parametric
techniques were used to check the research hypotheses.

In the present research, descriptive and inferential statistics methods were used to
analyze the data obtained from the sample. First, using SPSS software, each variable was
described in the form of tables and statistical indicators, and then for data analysis,
hypothesis testing, and to generalize the results from the sample to the statistical population
using the structural equation modeling method, Amos24 software was used.

Results and discussion

In order to validate the research variables, fit indices were used. All indicators were in
the desired range. Therefore, the suitability of the confirmatory factor analysis model was
confirmed in fitting the collected data. The structural model of the research was suitable for
testing the main hypotheses, which is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. The structural model of the research.

According to the investigation of the structural model of the research, the results of the
path analysis of the research hypotheses is explained in the following sections.

Table 1. Results of hypothesis path analysis

. . Standardized Standard t- p-
Direction . .
coefficient deviation value  value
Voluntary actl_Vlty - entrepreneurial 0.343 0121 3.727 0.000
intention
Activity — Entr.eprene.u.rshlp Voluntary 0.789 0.108 5.596 0.000
skills training
Skills training —» Entrepreneurial 0.284 0.101 3613 0.000

entrepreneurial intention

First hypothesis: based on the results of the table, voluntary activity had a positive and
significant effect on entrepreneurial intention. Therefore, it can be stated that the first
hypothesis of the research that voluntary activity has a significant relationship with
entrepreneurial intention was accepted at the confidence level of 99%.

Second hypothesis: based on the results of the table, voluntary activity had a positive
and significant effect on the training of entrepreneurial skills. Therefore, it can be stated that
the second hypothesis of the research that voluntary activity has a significant relationship
with the training of entrepreneurial skills was accepted at the confidence level of 99%.

The third hypothesis: based on the results of the table, entrepreneurial skills training
had a positive and significant effect on entrepreneurial intention. Therefore, the third
hypothesis of the research that the training of entrepreneurial skills has a significant
relationship with entrepreneurial intention was accepted at the 99% confidence level.

The fourth hypothesis: based on the results of the table, voluntary activity had a
positive and significant effect on the training of entrepreneurial skills. In addition, teaching
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entrepreneurial skills had a positive and significant effect on entrepreneurial intention.
Therefore, entrepreneurship skills training had a mediating and positive role in the
relationship between voluntary activity and entrepreneurial intention. Moreover, regarding
the measurement of indirect t value through Sobel test, it can be concluded that
entrepreneurial skills training had a mediating and positive role in the relationship between
voluntary activity and entrepreneurial intention. Therefore, at the 99% confidence level, the
fourth research hypothesis that entrepreneurial skills training plays a mediating role in the
relationship between voluntary activity and entrepreneurial intention was accepted.

Conclusion

Based on the structural analysis of the first hypothesis, it can be concluded that an
increase in voluntary activity leads to an increase in entrepreneurial intention. The result of
the second hypothesis demonstrated that voluntary activity has a positive and significant
relationship with the training of entrepreneurial skills, and so with an increase of voluntary
activity, the training of entrepreneurial skills also increases. Since volunteering changes
people’s lives and goals as they seeks to work with others, volunteering can be seen as a
developer of increased entrepreneurial skills. The result of the third hypothesis showed that
entrepreneurial intention increases with the increase of entrepreneurial skills training.
Training entrepreneurial skills by creating expertise in people and increasing self-
confidence encourages them to implement their own business. In fact, from this point of
view, teaching entrepreneurial skills increases entrepreneurial intention. Finally, the
results of the fourth hypothesis showed that entrepreneurial skills training has a mediating
and positive role in the relationship between voluntary activity and entrepreneurial
intention. Teaching entrepreneurial skills to people encourages them to voluntarily
participate in entrepreneurial activities. The reason for this is the increase in knowledge
and expertise of people due to entrepreneurship education. People who voluntarily
participate in various jobs and are trained gain experience with the passage of time and
their entrepreneurial intention increases in various jobs.
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