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The aim of this study was to extract the grounded theory model of
Students' Critical Literacy in Higher Education. The design of this
research was a qualitative synthesis research of the Theory-
Generating Meta- synthesis type and was carried out using the six-
step method of Sandlowski and Barroso. In the first step, after
selecting the Meta-synthesis team, the research questions were set
up to extract the grounded theory model of the Students' Critical
Literacy and the criteria for including the articles were determined.
In the second step, a systematic search of resources in databases
was performed. In the third step, the quality of the articles was
evaluated and finally, according to the exclusion criteria, 53 original
articles were selected. In the fourth step, open-source code was
extracted using the classification technique and quantitative Meta-
summery technique. In the fifth step, all the factors extracted from
the research were considered as open code and then according to
the reduction rules, considering the concept of each code, it was
summarized and decreased to 14 axial codes and 5 selective codes
(causal conditions, intervening conditions, context, strategies,
consequences). In the sixth step, the findings were validated using
validation and transferability techniques. The formation of
students' critical literacy at the university level was an effective
measure to socialize the concerns of the university, which requires
the focus of planners and politicians on this educational strategy.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Critical literacy in the university analyzes social issues such as deep critical thinking and
questioning approach. In addition, teaching critical literacy through students' engagement
with texts, writing and aligned social actions is an effective step towards institutionalizing
social justice in society and particularly at university. In this context, welcoming the
presence of people in the university to raise issues and take advantage of solving problems
by academics can strengthen it. Therefore, those who are reading the texts are not free and
independent people, but rather under the influence of the power and domination of the
powerful producers who have no other goal in mind except to exercise their power and
control over people. Aggravation of social inequalities and the concentration of the capitalist
system in the production of texts and the exercise of power through them have caused the
definition of many concepts, including literacy, to change. Critical literacy means creating
and developing the ability to talk about oppression and oppressive social structures, which
is much more important than functional literacy, which means the ability to calculate and
discover common things. Today, the form of critical literacy and as a discourse includes the
use of language and other semiotic systems to describe, model, predict, classify, theorize,
explain, challenge and transform natural phenomena which has become an importantissue
and challenge among people of knowledge. In addition to students, critical literacy is
recognized as a necessity in the new era for the majority of learners and literates who will
not enter university. The importance of this issue is doubled in the age of information and
communication technology, where the strong influx of information surrounds people and
takes away the opportunity to analyze and question the most basic concepts. The issue of
students' critical literacy in this research can be examined from two perspectives. First,
critical literacy at the community level is considered an urgent need due to the spread of
social discrimination, which can question power, sexual and social superiority, attention to
culture and specific races. Another problematic view of critical literacy is deduced from the
review of previous studies, which are generally related to the method of formation (causal,
contextual and effective intervention conditions), strategies and consequences of students'
critical literacy at the university and societal levels in the format of a research framework
and has not been undertaken thus far.

Methodology

The present research was applied in nature and considered a qualitative synthesis
research project and a type of Theory-Generating Meta-synthesis, which was carried out
using the six-step method of Sandlowski and Barroso (2007). The Theory-Generating Meta-
synthesis is based on the data method of the Grounded Theory and on the assumption that
theory can be produced inductively from qualitative data (extracted from published
qualitative research). The Theory-Generating Meta-synthesis describes the processes of
formation of a phenomenon that emerges from the formation of concepts and dynamic
relationships between them, a combination theory capable of decision and action. The
statistical population of the research included all qualitative and mixed scientific research
articles published in reliable journals in the field of critical literacy between 2010 and 2020.
After searching for keywords related to critical literacy, the meta-synthesis group first
selected articles with appropriate titles (201 articles), then articles with appropriate
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abstracts (130 articles) and finally, after studying the main text of the articles, the final
number of 51 articles was selected as the research sample. For the screening of articles, two
criteria of belonging to reliable sites and being related to the research topic were used.
According to its nature, the steps of the theory-generating method included the first three
categories that were related to the research methodology and the second three categories
related to the research findings.

Results and discussion
Findings showed that the psychological characteristics and scientific competence of
professors and students and an open university approach as causal conditions of critical
literacy with the help of contextual conditions (density of information and communication,
establishment of outcome-oriented evaluation system, expansion of student scientific
interactions) and intervening conditions (epistemological developments in the new age,
cultural discrimination in society and the demand for justice in society), strategies
(development of critical reading and writing skills, formation and strengthening of
meaningful social networks, creating opportunities for students' critical reasoning) lead to
individual and social consequences of students' critical literacy.

Conclusion

The formation of students' critical literacy at the university level is an effective measure
to socialize the concerns of the university, which requires the attention of planners and
politicians to develop this educational strategy. Critical literacy in the university analyzes
social issues as a deep critical and questioning approach. In addition, teaching critical
literacy through students' engagement with texts, writing and aligned social actions is an
effective step towards institutionalizing social justice in society and particularly at
university. In this context, welcoming the presence of people in the university to raise their
issues and take advantage of solving problems by academics can strengthen it. The findings
of this article are educationally important for professors, students, policy makers and
curriculum planners so that they can use this research to build a theory and a platform for
a democratized society, and create a critical stream as a strategy in the development of
social justice.
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Figure 1. Critical Literacy Grounded theory model.
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