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It is necessary to be informed of student motivational factors to carry
out educational planning at universities. This study was undertaken
to determine first semester students’ motivation for selecting a
technical associate degree at the Shahid Yazdanpanah Faculty in
Sanandaj: a branch of the Technical and Vocational University as a
cross-sectional study. The research was descriptive-analytical with a
quantitative approach using questionnaires. The statistical population
comprised of 261 students undertaking associate degrees in their first
semester in the academic year 2017-2018. Thus, 150 students were
selected via stratified random sampling using the Cochran formula. In
order to select the sample, first the statistical population was classified
as educational departments based on the available associate degree
programs and the statistical sample size. The findings showed that
interest and scientific progress ranked first in rating of motives (2.92)
for choosing Technical Associate Degree at the Faculty of Shahid
Yazdanpanah, Sanandaj Branch of the Technical and Vocational
University, followed by job income (2.41), entrance exam score (2.39),
and influence of parents and relatives (2.24).
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

It is necessary to be informed of motivational factors on students to undertake
educational planning in universities. This study was carried out to determine the first
semester students’ motivation for choosing technical associate degree at Faculty of Shahid
Yazdanpanah of Sanandaj: a branch of Technical and Vocational University of Kurdistan (as
a cross-sectional study).

Students are influenced by several factors in their orientations regarding the choice of
study field at university. However, the basic and important point is the method of influence
and impact between different factors; in other words, it is necessary to distinguish which
factors influence students step by step. In addition, how do students prepare when they
intend to enter the university?

Methodology

Technical and professional trainings play a significant role in employment due to
training and creation of necessary skills in people to obtain jobs. Considering the
importance of the role of technical and professional education in economic development
and employment, in the design of the new secondary education system, it has been
attempted to direct this system towards the development of technical and professional
education with the aim of teaching the techniques and skills needed by the society. On the
other hand, competency-based education is an educational model in technical and
vocational education that focuses on professional competencies.

Results and discussion

This study was practical in nature and used an analytical method. For quantitative
analysis, a questionnaire was used. The statistical population included 261 students at
associate degree level in their first semester in the academic year of 2017-2018. 150
students were selected by the stratified random sampling by the Cochran formula. Students
were categorized based on different fields of technical associate degrees in the statistical
sample size. Data analysis was carried out by using SPSS software, Friedman statistical test
and Spearman’s correlation coefficient.

The issue of career motivation and choosing the right field to achieve career goals is of
particular importance in any society. This means that the people of a society choose the field
of study according to their career motivation. Various factors influence the motivation of
people to choose a field of study at university. Pursuing interests and desires, obtaining a
suitable job of interest, raising the level of social status, and earning money were among the
motivational factors that influenced students' choice of study field. The importance of
investigating students' motivation to choose a field of study can have an impact on the
precise and optimal planning of study fields and degrees by the Ministry of Science and
other trustees.
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Motivated education provides an

1 3.6 33 8.0 347 307 233 opportunity to earn a degree
0.9 3.8 2 53 247 46 22 Study with education motivation
1 35 6.7 6 313 433 127 Study with Scientific content
motivation
1.1 3.7 4.7 10 267 30.7 28 Study with Helping others motivation Interest and
- Study with Scientific research academic
1.1 32 87 14 407 22 147 motivation progress
11 4 4 47 18 36 373 Study with personal interest
motivation
- Having a suitable education position in
1 3.5 4.7 6 36.7 373 153 the society
1 3.5 2.7 9.3  40.7 30 173 Having practical content
1.1 3.2 6.7 17.3 313 34 107 Education is a factor for career success Employment
1.1 3.4 8 133 287 347 153 An opportunity to earn money conditions
Education because of parental
1.1 3.7 5.3 53 313 34 24 encouragement
1.2 3.8 6 7.3 28 213 373 Studying where parents live
Studying with the motivation of the
1.1 33 6 12 387 28.7 147 support and encouragement of the
school counselor
Education influenced by the choice of
1.2 3.2 10 20.7 267 24.7 18 relatives in this field Pa;ﬁg;sdasnd
1.2 3 14. 173 34 247 93 Education influenced by public media
Education because of Associate’s
1 3.3 5.3 10.7 48 22.7 133 degree shortage
12 33 10, 10 347 30 147 Study with the motivation of peer
support and encouragement
Education influenced by the
11 3.3 10 73 413 29.3 12 experiences of relatives and friends
- Choosing a field of study by score score
1 3.4 6.7 9.3 387 32 133 obtained obtained
Conclusion

The findings of the research confirm that the planning of the educational system of the
university should be based on the needs of the society. Ignoring this issue will greatly
increase the number of unemployed educated people in the future. The studied students
stated interestin acquiring science and knowledge, the field of academic progress, obtaining
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an optimal job and earning a decent income as the main motivations for choosing associate
degrees. However, the main purpose of creating technical colleges is to train technicians.
Therefore, the emphasis on this issue should be seriously considered by experts and they

should align research needs with the job needs of society.

Table 3. Conclusion of Factors Affecting Students’ Motivations for Choosing Technical Associate

Degree as a Career
The correlation coefficient Intel:est 2 Emplo.y.m o Pare.nts and Sco.re
academic progress conditions friends obtained
Architecture ~ SPearman’s correlation 0.789" 0.612" 0.457" 0.288"
coefficient
Significance level 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Number of samples 150 150 150 150
Electrllcal Spearman gcprrelatlon 0.612" 0812~ 0.640" 0550"
Installations coefficient
Significance level 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Number of samples 150 150 150 150
Mechanics ~ SPearman's correlation 0.640" 0457 0.541 0.599%
coefficient
Significance level 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Number of samples 150 150 150 150
Software Spearman’s correlation 0.822" 0.550" 0.599" 03427
Engineering coefficient
Significance level 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Number of samples 150 150 150 150
Machine Spearman s.c.orrelatlon 0.630™ 0.542" 0.584" 0437
Tools coefficient
Significance level 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Number of samples 150 150 150 150
Accounting ~ Spearman’s correlation 0.535* 0.649" 0.692" 0.211*
coefficient
Significance level 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Number of samples 150 150 150 150
**, Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
Table 4. The results of the Friedman test
Number 150
Chi-square coefficient 24.476*
Degrees of freedom 3
Significance level 0.000
Table 5. The correlation coefficients
Rank Rank average Indicators
1 2.92 Interest and academic progress
2 2.41 Employment conditions
3 2.39 score obtained
4 2.24 Parents and friends

Contrary to the main goals of the associate course regarding the training of
technicians, the graduates of this course insisted on continuing their studies. The
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employment status of school graduates is not evaluated properly. On the other hand,
considering the expansion of technical and professional associate courses by the
scientific-applied university and other government and non-government institutions and
the availability of relatively great opportunities to access this type of education,
reconsidering the policy and continuing the work of technical and professional schools
under the umbrella of a technical and professional university is necessary. It is suggested
that the authorities of technical and professional education programs in the country,
while paying attention to new approaches in the field of training technicians, review the
philosophy, goals and policies of the discussed courses.

Summary

The findings showed that interest and scientific progress had the first average rating of
motives (2.92), job income had the second average rating of motives (2.41), entrance exam
score had the third average rating of motives (2.39) and parents and relatives' effects had
the fourth average rating of motives (2.24) for choosing technical associate degree as a
career at Faculty of Shahid Yazdanpanah of Sanandaj: a branch of Technical and Vocational
University of Kurdistan.
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